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mentioned that abhorrent subject, abor-
tion, and said that under certain circuin-
stances it would be justified. I place
abortion in the same category as euth-
anasia.

Abortion is murder of the unborn child.
whereas euthanasia is murder at some
stage after birth. I feel that those who
support the views of the reverend gentle-
man are concerned more with their own
hardship in looking after an invalid than
with the sufferings of the person whom
they would destroy. Next this gentleman
said that suicide has become more or less
accepted In society, but I try to be charit-
able and think that any suicide is ment-
ally unbalanced at the time of his action,
either through ill-health or business or
domestic worries. I think we should adopt
the old fashioned attitude of our fathers
towards suicide and realise that those so
inclined are either mentally unbalanced
or are cowards leaving their responsibili-
ties to others to bear. The person who
preaches such doctrines to the people is a
greater moral misfit than the physical
misfits whom he would destroy either be-
fore or after birth.

On motion by Hon. R. M. Forrest, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.10 p.m.

2feiduatite c\Sseliublu.
Wednesday, 6th September. 1950.

CON TENTS.

Questions ;Education Department, as to
housing of cultural sections ..

Frenmantle harbour, as to review of
Tydeman scheme .. .. ..

Water supplies, as to State-wide flat rate
Mine Workers' Relief Fund, as to In-

creasing allowances. .... .... ....
Hospitals, as to Geraldton regional site
Chandler Aluolte Works, as to supply of

gypsum and plaster. .....
Prices Control, as to woollen materials
Railways, (a) as to Upper Darling Range

buildings, etc. .. .. .
(b) as to Brew spark-arrester ..
(a) as to "PMI1" class locomotives

Gas supply, as to utilisation of local coal
Traffic, as to suspension of motorist's

license ................... ...
Address-In-reply, sixteenth day ... ..

Page

597

597
597

598
598

598
598

598
598
599
599

599
599

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS.

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT.
As to Housing of Cultural Sections.

Mr. GRAHAM asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is it proposed either to erect or
acquire premises In the city for the pur-
pose of properly housing the cultural spe-
cialist sections of the Education Depart-
ment, viz., visual education, music, arts
and crafts, Physical education and voca-
tional guidance?

(2) If so, what stage has been reached
in this regard?

The MINISTER replied:

(1) and (2) Efforts have been made to
acquire premises for the visual education
and arts sections, but so far no suitable
premises have been found. Consideration
is being given to the erection of premises,
but no decision has yet been reached.

FREMANTLE HARBOUR.
As to Review o/ Tydeman Scheme.

Mr. SHEARN asked the Minister for
Works:

(1) In view of his reply to my question
on the 31st August. regarding terms of
reference for the inquiry into the Fre-
mantle harbour extension proposals, will
he give an assurance that all the matters
raised by me in a question on the 23rd
August, and also by correspondence, will
be included in the terms of reference?

(2) If not, why not?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) The hon. member can be

assured that all matters about which he
is concerned will be covered in the inquiry.

WATER SUPPLIES.
As to State-wide Flat Rate.

Ron. E. NULSER asked the Minister
for Water Supply:

(1) When will he put into operation a
flat rate charge for water under Govern-
ment control in this State (except irriga-
tion), in accordance with a motion agreed
to unanimously last session in the Legis-
lative Assembly?

(2) If not immediately, why?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) As the problems concerned

have not materially altered since the hon.
member was on this side of the House, the
Government Proposes to have all aspiects
of the subject investigated by a commit-
tee, the appointment of which is now
being considered.
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MINE WORKERS' RELIEFl FUND. The ALENISTER replied:
As to Increasing Allowances.

Mr. McCULLOCH asked the Minister
for Health:

(1) Will she give immediate considera-
tion to increasing allowances now being
paid from the Mine Workers' Relief Fund
to Prohibited miners or their dependants?

(2) Does she agree that the allowances
now being paid to the persons mentioned
in (1) are altogether inadequate to main-
tain them reasonably owing to the present
high cost of living?

(3) On what date was the present rate
of allowances determined?

The AMSTER replied:
(1) and (2) Before receiving any bene-

fits from the Mine Workers' Relief Fund,
the prohibited miner is required to make
application for the invalid pension, and
the present allowances from the fund,
viz., 30s. per week, are the maximum the
mine worker can receive without his in-
valid pension being affected.

(3) The new scale came into operation
on the 23rd December, 1948.

HOSPITALS.

As to Geraldton Regional Site.

Mr. SEWELL asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Have the contour surveys of the site
for the regional hospital at Oeraldton been
made?

(2) If so, will she approve of the area
being levelled and graded in preparation
for the erection of the new regional hos-
pital?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) 1 am advised that it is not desirable

to loosen and grade the surface until the
contractor is ready to build.

CHANDLER ALUNrFE WORKS.
As to Supply of Gypsumn and Plaster.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Industrial Development:

Will he check his answer
Ing question which he gave
August, and state whether
heres to the reply given by

to the follow-
me on the 3rd
or not he ad-
him?

Did the chairman of the board of
management of the State Alunite
Works advise J. H. Collett, managing
director of Gypsum & Plaster Ex-
porters, Ltd., in November last, that
the Chandler alunite industry was
prepared to supply to his order and
specifications gypsum and Plaster at
the rate of 100,000 tons per annum-
delivery to commence early in 1950?

Yes: save that the figures 23/11/49 were
inadvertently used and should have read
23/12/49.

PRICES CONTROL.

As to Woollen Materials.

Mr. NEEDHAM asked the Attorney Gen-
eral:

(1) What amount of woollen materials
was held in stock in the various ware-
houses in the State immediately prior to
the fabulous increase in the price of wool?

(2) Is there any chance of these stocks
being sold at the increased price?

(3) What steps, if any, is he taking to
safeguard the Public against any move In
that direction?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) (2) and (3) Manufacturers, whole-

salers and retailers are checked regularly
and prices charged by them must be based
upon costs to them of the particular
woollen or worsted tops, yarn or piece-
goods being sold, and not upon wool values
operating at the time of the sale of the
piecegoods.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to Upper Darling Range Buildings,
etc.

Mr. OWEN asked the Minister represent-
ing the Minister for Railways:

(1) Is it the policy of the Railway
Department to transfer or to dispose of
railway siding buildings before the Upper
Darling Range railway is officially closed?

(2) Has there been any written applica-
tion for the purchase of buildings, water
tanks, etc., by local organisations?

(3) Is he aware that shelter and goods
sheds, seats and signposts at Karragullen
and Carmel have already been removed?

(4) Will he arrange that Priority be
given to local organisations such as pro-
gress associations and sporting bodies for
the purchase of such material in the
future?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:

(1) Yes: where circumstances justify.
(2) Yes.
(3) Yes.
(4) Yes; for such material as is not

required for departmental use elsewhere
and subject to the offer being reasonably
comparable with others.

(b) As to Brew Spark-arrester.
Mr. MAY asked the Minister represent-

ing the Mlinister for Railways:
(1) Has he seen the report concerning

the test carried out with the Brew spark-
arrester?
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(2) Will he give an assurance that the
Government will extend every assistance to
Mr. Brew in order to ensure the thorough
testing of this new type of spark-arrester?

(3) Should the arrester prove to be a
success, will he take such action as is
necessary to have same used generally on
the State's railway system?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
(1) If the report in "The West Austra-

11am" of the 2nd September, 1950 is referred
to, yes.

(2) The principles of the Brew spark-
arrester do not indicate that it would be
more satisfactory in locomotives using
Collie coal than other arresters in use and
Government assistance in testing It is not
considered justified.

(3) Answered by (2).

fc) As to "PM)?" Class Locomotives.

Mr. STYANTS asked the Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Railways:

(1) What is the reason that the new
"PMAR" class engines are restricted to use
on trains with a maximum speed of 40
m.p.h.?

(2) Is it correct that the "Pony truck"
is unsuitable for high speeds?

The ACTING PREMIER replied:
(1) As a precautionary measure pending

detailed investigation of reports of rough
riding at high speeds.

(2) The "pony truck" of "PMAR" locos.
is suitable at 40 mph.

GAS SUPPLY.
As to Utilisation of Local Coal.

Mr. MAY asked the Minister for In-
dustrial Development:

(1) Is he aware that the Government-
controlled Gas Corporation in the State
of Victoria has been given power to raise
a loan up to £10,000,000 for the production
of gas from brown coal with the object
of making that State Independent en-
tirely of outside coal supplies?

(2) Will he state what steps the Govern-
ment of this State has taken to place
western Australia in a similar position to
that proposed in Victoria?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Although some investigations have

been made into methods of producing gas
from native coals, it is considered that
the priority which must be given to such
projects as country water supplies, rail-
way rehabilitation, housing and land
settlement will absorb available labour and
materials to an extent that the establish-
ment of a works to produce gas from Collie
coal cannot be contemplated at present.

TRAFFIC.
As to Stspeuion of Motorist's Lioersse.
Hon. IF. J. S. WVISE (without notice)

asked the Attorney General:
Will he lay on the Table at the next

sitting of the House all papers dealing
with the case of Mary Ellenor Dargie of
19 Perth-street, Cottesloe. who, in 1948,
had her driver's license returned to her
by the Executive Council after a life sus-
pension by the Supreme Court?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
I would have liked notice of that ques-

tion. However, I will investigate the mat-
ter and, if possible, bring the papers to-
morrow.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Sixteenth Day.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. HOAR (Warren) [4.41]: I would
like to join with other members in expres-
sing to you, Mr. Speaker, and to the
Chairman of Committees, my pleasure at
your having been returned to office. I
am quite sure that to both of you it must
be gratifying indeed to know that you
have the confidence and good wishes of
the Opposition as well as of members of
your own parties. I was also very im-
pressed by many of the speeches made
by the new members. It seems to me that
gulte a number of them will play an
important part in the debates which are
to come.

One of the most pleasing features of
some of the speeches of the new members
was their frank acknowledgment of the
work done on behalf of this State by the
predecessor of this Government, the late
Labour Government. It was refreshing
indeed to hear such frank acknowledg-
ment coming from such young men In this
House who, as yet, have not been pulled
by the strings of their respective par-
ties. No doubt, since they made their
speeches, they have been warned that It
Is not good politics to praise the Opposi-
tion too much. Nevertheless, it was pleas-
ing to me to know that such men could
come Into the House and freely express
themselves, with a complete understand-
ing of what the previous Labour Govern-
ment did far this State and its future
development.

I suppose that no subject in regard to
which such appreciation has been shown
is more Important than that of land set-
tlement. Several speakers referred to the
good work of the previous Government to-
wards the close of the war and in the
early post-war years in preparing for land
settlement on a large scale in this State,
with particular reference to soldier land
settlement. There is no doubt in my miJnd
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that, almost without exception, those
enterprises that have been embarked upon
by this Government over the past three
years had their origin in the solid work
undertaken by its predecessor.

When we read in "The West Australian"
newspaper, as we have done from time to
time, references to the Denmark-Mt.
Darker area regarding land settlement,
and to the Esperance plains and so on,
with credit being given to this Govern-
ment for those undertakings, it is good
to find in an earlier report of the Lands
Department references to all of these land
settlement undertakings that furnish proof
positive that investigations, soil surveys
and suchlike were undertaken to the very
limit of its capacity by the previous
Labour Government. It is a good thing
to place on record-by quoting from the
report of the Department of Lands and
Surveys for 1947 that, even though the
Labour Government at that time had had
only from 18 to 20 months following the
conclusion of the war that disorganised
the whole country, nevertheless it was
able to achieve a great deal of prepara-
tory work so vital before any land settle-
ment Scheme can be embarked upon. As
a conseqluence of the activities of that
Government, the present Administration
found itself in a very happy position in-
sofar as continuing the work of its pre-
decessor Is concerned. The following ap-
pears at page 18 of the report to which
I have referred-

Blackwood, Scott and Donnelly
River Area.-The timber mills con-
tinue to remove marketable timber.
Estimates of cost of development and
prospective average annual net earn-
ing capacity of farming of typical
country in this region are being pre-
pared. It is expected that now that
the cost of clearing with bulldozer has
been ascertained, a reliable indication
can be obtained as to the possibilities
of successful settlement in this area.
I know it well and am of the opinion
that settlement in it should be pro-
ceeded with as soon as possible after
the marketable timber has been re-
moved and money f or development
and bulldozers can be obtained.

Frankland River-Mt. Barker-Den-
mark Area-Under arrangement with
the Forests Department, the removal
of marketable timber from this area is
being continued, and estimates are
being prepared to show the cost of
development and the prospective ave-
rage annual net earning capacity of
a farm of typical country in this
region. The area should be regarded
as Including the Crown land between
Mt. Barker-Denmark and the Frank-
land River, most of which, I believe.
will be ultimately proved suitable for
settlement.

Albany-Esperance Coastal Plains.
-Most important of the areas in this
very extensive tract of country ex-
tending along the coast from Albany
to about 50 miles east of Esperance is
the Many Peaks area which has re-
cently been rejected by the Common-
wealth as unsuitable for War Service
Land Settlement purposes, and in re-
spect of which an advance of £1,200
has been made available by the State
Government in order that develop-
ment and pasture experiment work
may be undertaken as soon as possible
to test the suitability of it for settle-
ment. The soil survey and water
supply investigations for it have been
completed.

Frankland and Ferup Rivers-This
region has been divided into two pro-
jects known as the West Frankland
and Tone River projects. A soil re-
connaissance over part of these areas
has been completed by Mr. Robert
Smith, Regional Officer, C.S.I.R., and
calculations are being made to ascer-
tain the cost of development and the
prospective average annual net earn-
ing capacity of typical country in this
part of the State. The evidence avail-
able indicates prospects of an ex-
tension of settlement in these regions
as soon as money and bulldozers can
be obtained, and the Department of
Agriculture in this cae, as in regard
to all other Crown lands under con-
sideration for settlement, can give an
assurance that the land is suitable for
settlement.

So it can be seen that in regard to all1 the
land settlement projects that have been
furthered to some extent by this Govern-
ment, the groundwork-and solid ground-
work at that-was done by a previous ad-
ministration under the former -Labour
Government. That Government was
very active, not only in regard to soil
surveys but also in the matter of demon-
stration farms. In that regard, on p. 18,
the report states--

It is proposed that a demonstration
farm shall be established in the Black-
wood-Scott River, the Tone River, the
Many Peaks, the Esperance area, and
between the Midland Railway line and
the coast. (Provided that investiga-
tions warrant such action in the last-
mentioned area.)

The purpose of these farms will be
to test the suitability of the land for
economic development in long range
land settlement projects. In view of
the decision on the Many ]Peaks pro-
ject, there does not appear to be much
prospect of demnonstrating to the
Commonwealth the suitability of these
areas for War Service Land Settle-
ment. I am of the opinion, however.
that the prospects of successful settle-
ment in many of them are promising.
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One could continue quoting in similar
vein from this report, to indicate that the
present Government had a very favour-
able start in its activities in the matter of
soldier land settlement. The previous Ad-
ministration went to a great deal of
trouble to obtain holding farms for stock,
in order that the settlement of dairy
farmers should not be held back through
lack of thoughtful planning. The Labour
Government was also fully aware of the
necessity to engage as many bulldozers as
Possible, Particularly in the lower South-
West in the heavily timbered country.
Even before the war ended that Govern-
ment placed orders for bulldozers, in pre-
paration for the day when they would be
needed for clearing and preparing dairy
farms in the heavily timbered country.

It can be clearly seen, by any reason-
able person, that in spite of everything
the present Government and members of
its parties said to the people in the early
part of 1947-statements that ultimately
brought about the downfall of the then
Labour Government-the previous Ad-
ministration had served this State faith-
fully and well in regard to land settle-
merit. Althoughi only 20 months had
elapsed after the cessation of hostilities
at the time when the Labour Government
was defeated in March, 1947. there were
almost 50 farms ready for advertising at
that date. When I see the advertisements
and listen to the speeches by members of
the Government parties, and see the sort
of propaganda on which they are prepared
to spend a lot of money during election
campaigns, I can only conclude that such
propaganda is not honest, and does not
under any circumstances portray the posi-
tion that really existed prior to the ele-
vation of present Ministers to the Treas-
ury bench.

In the matter of prices, housing and
other subjects that have been dealt with
in this Chamber by other members, the
present Government went in for a policy
of misrepresentation and worthless pro-
mises. just as it did in regard to land
settlement. I say, without hesitation, that
the adverse effect of the change from a
Labour Government to a Liberal Govern-
ment was felt immediately. The first
noticeable sign was a falling off in the
purchasing of properties for inclusion in the
settlement scheme, and that was a severe
setback. For some reason or other, in the
change from the Labour administration to
that of the present Government, the
scheme lost its continuity and there was
a tremondouis lag in the purchase of pro-
perties, as the figures I am about to quote
will clearly show. For the months of
March to July inclusive, in the years 1947
and 1948, there is a big discrepancy be-
tween the performances of the Labour
Administration and that which followed it.

The Minister for Lands: But we were
in power In 1947.

Mr. HOAR: The whole of these figures
ccme from the 1947 report of the Depart-
went of Lands and Surveys. They are
from the most reliable source and are, in
fact, the work of the previous Labour Ad-
ministration. The present Government
took advantage of that work. In March,
1941, eight properties were recommended
for purchase at a total cost of £66,000. In
March, 1948, three properties were recom-
mended, at a total cost of £17,000. In
April, 1947, two properties were recom-
mended, at a cost of £:14,500. In April,
1948, four properties were recommended
at a cost of £4,900. In May, 1947, 29 pro-
perties were recommended, at a cost of
£188,000. In May, 1948, the figure was nil.
In June, 1947, two properties were recom-
mended, at a cost of £188,000. in June,
1948, five properties were recommended,
at a cost of £18,000. In July, 1947, 14 pro-
perties were recommended, at a cost of
EB8,000, and in July, 1948, three properties
were recommended, at a cost of E22,000.

Taking the figures from March to July
inclusive, in 1947 there were 77 properties
recommended at a total value of £544,600,
by the Labour Administration, as against
15 properties valued at £61,900 for the
same period of 1948 under the Liberal
Government. The effect of that was felt
immediately and was remarked on by a
number of people, and particularly by the
land committee of the R.S.L. I come
now to 1949, and that gives the Minister
plenty of scope between that year and
the middle of 1947. In 1949 the R.S.L.
said that progress in the purchase of pro-
perties continued to be disappointingly
slow and that only 136 properties of all
kinds had been acquired out of the 2,038
offered, It is all very well to be com-
placent after years have gone by and the
people have become used to the change
of administration, but it is necessary to
have the facts on record. The present
Government, seized with vanity or ego,
made all sorts of worthless promises to
the people in the early part of 1947, but
has found, since it took the responsibili-
ties of government on its shoulders, that
the only way to keep some of its promises
with regard to land settlement was to cut
down severely on the standards upon
which the scheme rested. Many of the
principles of the scheme had to be
scrapped altogether in an endeavour to
keep the promises that had been made to
the people in 1947.

The Minister for Lands: Some of them
had to be scrapped. Otherwise we would
not have been able to settle anyone on
the land.

Mr. HOAR: That shows how worthless
was the propaganda used by members of
the present Government in the attack on
the previous Labour Administration. What
justification was there for such an attack
in regard to soldier land settlement? The
Minister said there was not one man placed
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on the land in the 18 months following
the war but now, having assumed the
responsibilities of the office of Minister
for Lands, he says that no settlers could
be Put on the land until some of the prin-
ciples of the scheme had been scrapped.

The Minister for Lands: We had to cut
out the mansions that were to be built.
A settler cannot make a living from a
mansion.

NMr. HOAR: The Government admitted
its failure to handle the War Service Land
Settlement scheme when it begged the
Commonwealth Government to break down
the standards of that scheme, and yet it
did not hesitate to criticise the previous
Labour Government which was bound
hard and fast by those selfsame standards.
Although the original scheme laid down
a standard of housing for the settlers.
we find that they are today living in
patched-up group houses. The whole
principle underlying the 40-cow unit
farm had to be broken down. For
that matter, pastures were not ade-
quately attended to either as to area or
quality. Also, a great many of them had
to be done over again at the taxpayers'
expense.

The Minister for Lands: Exactly, because
one man could not look after a 40-cow
holding. He could not deal with the pas-
tures, you know that.

Mr. HOAR: I definitely know that, and
agree with what the Minister says.

Ron. A. H. Panton: The Minister could
not tell the Commonwealth representatives
that.

Mr. HOAR: Because that was so, there
was no justification for the attack by the
Government on the previous Labour GOV-
ernment.

Hon. F. J1. S. Wise: By the Minister for
Lands.

Mr. HOAR: I am convinced that in a
good number of cases the section in the
Act that permits a subsistence period of
12 months was not sympathetically admin-
istered. It is not a hard and fast rule
that the period must be closed after 12
months. My interpretation of the section
is that its provisions can be extended at
the Minister's discretion, but because they
were not extended, so far as I am aware,
in my district at any rate, many dairy
farmers under the Soldier Settlement
Scheme were forced on to the Rural
Bank prematurely.

The Minister for Lands: We have been
very liberal.

Mr. HOAR: So the Minister should be,
but he has not been as liberal as he might
have been. At any rate, I am convinced
that investigation would show that much
money has been wasted over the Past
three years in the areas which come under
the Soldier Settlement Scheme. Reports
have been made and complaints ten-

diered to the local sub-branches of the
R.S.L. which, in turn, have passed them
on to the State executive and, as mem-
bers know, they have been fully dealt with
by that body, following which there was
widespread dissatisfaction from all men
engaged under the scheme. In fact, so' much so that the R.S.L. appointed a
three-man committee to inquire into the
complaints.

The Minister for
committee appointed
ference turned down
tions.

Lands: The lands
them, but the con-
their recommenda-

Mr. May: After a hard battle by the
Minister.

Mr. HOAR: I am speaking about the
committee that was appointed as a re-
sponsible body by the R.S.L. to inquire
into the numerous complaints that were
received by it from sub-branches all over
the State. On that committee there were
two R.S.L. representatives and also a
Farmers' Union representative to ensure
that the matter was fully inquired into by
competent men. This is what they had to
say in their report, which I have extracted
from a newspaper cutting-

"The properties inspected were
mostly previously abandoned Agricul-
tural Bank holdings, which had been
rehabilitated for the scheme." the re-
port said. "We consider there is rea-
son for grave concern at the circum-
stances attaching to many of the
settlers and farms we visited.

"Among the factors giving rise to
this are: The utter inadequacy of the
pastures and their unsatisfactory con-
dition. It was obvious that the estab-
lishment of pastures, which was stated
to have been provided prior to allot-
ment of the properties to the settlers,
had either not been done or had been
carried out in a most ineffective and
unsatisfactory manner...

"Settlers are required to accept
stock regardless of these circumstances
and against their better judgment.
Many have suffered severe financial
loss."

Instances of properties in a well-
developed and highly Productive state
being purchased and then allowed to
deteriorate were referred to.

That report was made by Messrs. H. A.
Leslie, M.H.R., B. C. Chambers and T. C.
Stanley, the two former representing the
league, and Mr. Stanley the Farmers' Union,
competent men who had been appointed
by the R.S.L. not to listen to all the
drivellings and groanings by discontented
people over minor matters, but com-
plaints from people who were seriously
suffering as a result of the administration
of the scheme. The R.S.L. executive was
extremely alarmed about the whole matter,
as the evidence, even today, would show,
because the War Service Land Settlement
Scheme did not get away to the flying
start that one had the right to expect It
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would as a result of the sound Planning
and preparation by the previous Labour
Government which was a benefit handed
over to this Government in 1947.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The Minister would
agree with that.

The Minister for Lands: I am absolutely
stunned.

Mr. HOAR: As a result of this and owing
to the fact that the R.B.L., as a body, could
get nowhere in the matter, the land com-
mittee of the R.8.L. recommended that a,
Royal Commission be appointed to inquire
Into these complaints.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: The Minise f eels
that there would be nothing to fear from
a Royal Commission inquiry?

The Minister for Lands: I feel it is quite
unnecessary.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: The Minister feels
that there would be nothing to fear if a
Royal Commission were appointed?

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
that.

Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: But that is what
you think.

The Minister for Lands: Members well
know that if that were done, it would
disturb the allottees who are at present
quite contented.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Warren will continue.

Mr. HOAR: As far as I am concerned
about this inquiry and the Minister's re-
action to it, I should say that he would
have to avoid such an inquiry at all costs.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, no!
Mr. Yates: At the last Congress meet-

ing they voted against it.
Mr. HOAR: I should say also that the

Premier agrees with me on that because
even he had to go to the R.S.L. Congress
and beg those present to be careful with
this matter.

The Mtinister for Lands: Oh!
Mr. Yates: That is not so.
Mr. HOAR: Oh, yes! I know this much:

As to the administration of the scheme
over the last three years, the Minister
has nothing much to be proud about.
The R.S.L. has told him over and
over again that very same thing and be-
cause it could not get anywhere with the
Minister and the Government, it said that
a Royal Commnission should be appointed.
Because the Minister did not want such
an inquiry to take place, and because he
was -afraid of what might be disclosed,
he got his friends to do the right thing
at the right time and so, instead of having
a Royal Commission, the R.S.L. Congress
wiped out the motion presented to them
by the land committee and substituted
one whereby a com-ltteee would wait ona
the Minister to see what could be achieved.

The Minister for Lands: That is a re-
flection on the good Judgment of the con-
ference.

Mr. HOAR: Is that so? It was the most
cleverly engineered thing I have seen for
a long time. I even hear the hon. gentle-
man who eventually became president of
the R.S.L. say-because I was present dur-
ing the debate-that he did not believe
in dog eating dog. In other words, it
means that because the Minister is a mem-
ber of the R.S.L. nothing should be said
or done to him in anty way whatsoever.

The Minister for Lands: You do not
give the R.S.L. much credit.

Mr. HOAR: I do not give the Minister
much credit.

The Minister for Lands: I do not ex-
pect it from you.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise; Excepting for x
good bit of engineering by the Minister
before the conference.

The Minister for Lands: I have never
qualified in engineering.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: You would have
made a good road.

Mr. HOAR: In effect, it simply means
that the Minister, like the King, can do
no wrong in this undertaking of ours to
put men on the land under a scheme cost-
ing millions of pounds. The whole thing
can be jeopardised and frustrated by
faulty administration, and, simply because
the Minister is a member of the R.S.L.
it appears that nothing should be done
about It. If that is so, it is not the demo-
cratic way of doing things.

The Minister for Lands: Of course, it is
not so.

Mr. HOAR: That is why a committee
was formed, I suppose?

The Minister for Lands: One would
think there would be some Complaint from
the allottees if it were so.

Mr. HOAR: At any rate, an inquiry at
this stage would, for one thing, disclose
the need for stricter control over land
sales. There was a time when the Land
Purchase Board used to send men out to
examine blocks of land and ascertain what
preparation was needed for acquiring them
for land settlement, but that has been more
or less done away with.

The Minister for Lands: No. one in-
dividual has had Your ear.

Mr. HOAR: The chief valuer is the only
man responsible today.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, no!
Mr. HOAR: The chief valuer is the man

responsible for recommending the acquisi-
tion of blocks of land today, and as a
result the Land Settlement Board is more
or less a rubber stamp to his recommenda-
tion.
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The Minister for Lands: No it is not.
Mr. HOAR: That is so.
The Minister for lands; We have com-

petent men doing that job.
Mr. HOAR: This one man has too much

responsibility altogether, and it would be
far better, from his own point of view, to
have someone else to work with him rather
than for him to shoulder that responsibil-
ity alone. Without passing any refiecton on
that individual-because I do not know him
'Personally, although I have heard of him-
I say that in these days of land values
raft can occur unless the acquisition of
land is properly controlled, It is possible
for it to happen and it is much more
.Possible for it to happen when a recoin-
znendation for the sale of land is con-
itrolled by one man than it would be if it
were controlled by three men.

The Minister for Lands; There are three
men.

Mr. HOAR: They only accept the re-
commendation of the chief valuer, and are
thus merely a rubber stamp in that re-
spect.

The Minister for Lands: Oh. no!

Mr. HOAR: That is just what the posi-
tion is, and I am certainly recommending
at this stage, and before the Minister
wipes it off without further thought, that
the Minister gives consideration to what
I have said, because I think that a corn-
niittee of three men would adequately fill
the bill.

The minister for Lands: I will give every
consideration to what you have said, but
the fact remains that Colonel Norman,
who represents the Commonwealth. Mr.
Steffanoni, the Commonwealth Valuer,
and Mr. Barrett are the three people who
deal with the job.

Mr. HOAR: Of course they are.
The Minister for Lands: Would there be

graft there?
Mr. HOAR: How many officers visit the

property in order to make a valuation?
The Minister for Lands: Two of them

oftentimes; Mr. Barrett and Colonel Nor-
man.

Mr. HOAR: More of ten than not it is
only one. That is what I am complaining
about.

Mr. Yates: Where would the graft come,
into it?

Mr. HOAR: The graft could come into
it. I am not suggesting that it does, but
graft could occur where one man has the
power to go out to a property and say,
"In my opinion, this is worth £5,000."

The Minister for Lands: Then that
opinion goes before the Land Purchase
Board consisting of five members.

Mr. HOAR: I am answering a question
now. I am telling the Minister and the
member for South Perth that graft can

enter into it, when the recommendation is
made by only one man-the one who has
seen the property. The Land Purchase
Board would then become merely a rubber
stamp.

The Minister for Lands: Definitely not!
It is not as easy as all that.

Mr. HOAR: It appears as though it is.
and any administration which permits that
sort of thing-even the possibility of it-
is wrong. It can be so easily altered, It
must not be forgotten that we are not
playing with the money belonging to the
member for South Perth, but with mil-
lions of pounds belonging to the taxpayers
of this country. We ought, in those cir~-
cumstances, to make absolutely certain
that there is not the slightest chance of
anything in the nature of graft taking
place.

Mr. Yates: There was no mention of
raf t in the terms of ref erence for the

Royal Commission.
Mr. HOAR: I never said there was. I

am not dealing with any Royal Comnns-
Sion but with land settlement generally
and the weaknesses I see in this adminis-
tration. That is what I am here for.

Mr. Yates: if there had been graft
taking place, mention of it would have
been made in the terms of reference.

Mr. HOAR: I am merely saying that
a committee of three men would handle
the sale of land more efficiently in the in-
terests of the whole country than the one
man who now has the chief responsibility.
In many cases greater speed could be used
to settle purchased Properties. There is
plenty of evidence to show that where
properties are purchased by the Land
Purchase Board stock is dispersed. I do
not know what is done with it, but care-
takers are appointed at £7 per week and
the property, instead of being a produc-
ing unit, is allowed to lie idle for two
or three years at a time. That is what
is happening. We need the production of
butterfat and other primary products,
but what sort of chance have we got if
the Land Purchase Board buys these pro-
perties for allotment at some future date
and then allows them to become dead
horses for two or three years?

There are many cases which confirm
this. One case in particular is that of
a caretaker who had been on a property
for two years with nothing on it, yet the
previous owner had been running 1,000
sheep continuously. There is another pro-
perty of 2,000 acres which was carrying
3,000 sheep. It was bought three years
ago, subdivided into three holdings, each
put in the hands of a caretaker at £7 a
week, and was then carrying only 350
sheep. This Is not doing the scheme any
good. It is not doing the returned sol-
diers any good when they have to wait
all this time, and it is certainly not doing
the country any good to have valuable
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property lying idle for three years at a
time when it could be producing for the
State.

There is no doubt that farms are being
purchased and being allowed to go to
waste for years. Referring once again to
the suggestion of the R.S.L: Congress for a
Royal Commission, such a body would
certainly bring to light many weak-
nesses in the Government's administration
and show the haphazard way the Land
Purchase Board functions and conducts
its business. A close examination would
show that the recommendation to pur-
chase land was placed mainly on the
shoulders of one person, thus making a
farce of the whole thing.

The Minister for Lands: Not a farce.
and not on the shoulders of one, either.

Mr. HOAR: The Minister for Lands
must have had these points in mind when
he brought influence to bear on the R.S.L.
conference to defeat the motion. Many
things are taking place in our land settle-
ment scheme that are not a credit to the
country, and naturally it would not be
desired that these shortcomings should
become publicly known.

I wish to refer to another phase of land
settlement, namely, the experiments being
conducted by introducing soldier settlers
into the tobacco industry. The project of
the Government is to settle about 100
soldier settlers on tobacco farms. Each
person will have about 100 acres, contain-
ins 30 acres suitable for tobacco, on which
10 acres will be grown at a time as a
tobacco crop In rotation. There will then
be 50 acres under pasture which the farm-
er can use for sheep or cattle or as an
orchard, or for any other purpose that
will supplement his income from tobacco.
On the face of it, there is a wonderful
opportunity today to expand the tobacco
industry. As a nation we consume ap-
proximately 30,000,OO01b. of tobacco per
annum, and grow only 4,000,000 to 5,000,000
lb. ourselves. There appears to be a very
bright chance for settlers and a good pros-
pect of expanding the industry.

Tobacco growing has been engaged in
for over 20 years in the Manjimup area
and In other parts of the State that have
been found suitable for the growing of
that commodity. As to the scheme, I will
quote from "The Western Mail" of Sep-
tember, 1948. This brings to light the
preliminary estimate of costs and returns
from the tobacco industry as a unit in
Western Australian production. I quote
this information because I think this
experiment of ours in tobacco growing will
fail financially. I propose to give my
reasons directly for that statement, but
I think members who are interested ought
to know how the scheme is proposed to
be financed, before any determination can
be arrived at concerning it. We have the
following under "Estimated Frm Estab-
lishment Costs":-

Land and Land Improvements.

Purchase price--treated land ..
Clearing for cultivation 30 acres

at £30 per acre ... ..
50 acres bulldozered and "wind-

rowed". .. ..

£
250

900

250

1,400

Under structural improvements, which in-
clude a house, curing barns, bulking and
grading shed and fencing, the cost is
£2,000. Under the heading of plant and
equipnment, which includes tractor and
attachments, plough and disk cultivator,
utility truck and so on, the cost is £1,390.
The total estimated cost under this scheme
in 1948 was £4,790. Under the operating
expenses provision is made for hired labour
--one man full time £300, and for two men
for picking for 10 weeks at £6 a week;,
making a total for labour of £420.

There are other operating expenses such
as fertiliser, spray materials, and so on,
bringing the total to £667, leaving a net
proceed of £733. Under the scheme the
Government has allowed for labour for
the farmer at the rate of £312 aL year, and
says that is sufficient to keep himself, his
wife and family. That is what he draws
from that amount. Under the financial
commitments it costs that amount-£3 12
-plus £97 for amortised principal and
interest; £102 for plant and equipment
over 15 years at 4.86 per cent, and £35 for
rent on land and land improvements, mak-
ing a total cost of £567. Under the sur-
plus there Is £166 available for meet-
ing additional commitments to credit
authority.

I1 tell the Minister now that the scheme
will fall flat. It cannot succeed. I am
not harking back to the costs in 1948, but
am thinking of the costs today. It is
ridiculous to talk of a man living on £0
a week on a farm. Allowance must be
made for the increased costs in this year
of 1950. Actually, the whole scheme de-
pends on the availability of labour. Un-
less labour can be found for the scheme it
must fail, and I say that labour cannot
be found. As a consequence, the whole
scheme will become over-capitalised on the
basis of a 10-acre crop. It is a fact well
known to those who have had years of
experience in the tobacco industry, that
three to four acres under tobacco crop-
ping Is the limit that any one man can
look after. It is a full-time occupation.
That leaves the farmer no time to look
after the rest of the 10D acres or to at-
tend to stock or an orchard.

The growing of tobacco and all the work
associated with it is a full-time job for
any man on a three to four-acre area, for
he has to plant his crop, attend to it while
growing, cure it and deal with all the other
details. Unless a man can obtain labour
he cannot possibly look after 10 acres of
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crop such as it would be necessary for him
to do under the scheme now proposed. He
Cannot finance himself.

The Minister for Lands: The scheme is
based on his being able to obtain labour.

Mr. HOAR: I have already stated the
sum of money Provided under the scheme
to cover the cost of labour, but I suggest
that the labour will not be found. It is
almost impossible to induce men to go
into the timber industry. How much
Worse is it to get people to go to the other
side of Northcliffe out, in the bush and ask
them to work for £8 a week, or even if we
increase that to the present basic wage
of £7 3s. 6d. a week?

Work in other avenues is too attractive
for people to go to outlying farms and en-
deavour to make a living on a few pounds
a week. The Minister should give serious
thought to that point. I raised that mat-
ter with the chairman of the Land Settle-
ment Board, and the only reply I received
was that he was not responsible for the
finding of labour; that was the grower's
responiillity. If the Government has
drawn up this scheme and capitalized it
on the basis of a 10-acre crop and expects
the grower to find his own labour, then it is
doing an injustice to the grower. The
scheme should have been started in a much
smaller way which the grower himself
could handle, and he should then have
been allowed to expand his property later.
This scheme, as it is. is over-capitailsed
and will certainly fail.

The Minister for Lands: The Common-
wealth Bureau of Agriculture is responsible
for the scheme. These properties will be
based on their economic value.

Mr. HOAR: Am I to take it then that
the original scheme has been changed?

The Minister for Lands: The scheme
was put up by the Commonwealth Bureau
of Agriculture.

Mr. HOAR: Then it does not exist?
The Minister for Lands: I will not say

that.
Mr. HOAR: The scheme does not make

any provision for economic value.
The Minister for Lands: The Soldier

Land Settlement Act does.
Mr. HOAR: This scheme does not refer

to the economic set-up. Under the Soldier
Land Settlement Scheme there will have
to be substantial writing down, but there
will be none under the scheme we are
,discussing. It sets out that the grower
-must cultivate 10 acres of tobacco in order
-to meet his commitments.

The Minister for Lands: That is in the
scheme.

Mr. HOAR: Has it been altered?
The Minister for Lands: No.
Mr. HOAR: If it has not been altered

It will fail.

The Minister for Lands: You are telling
me!

Mr. HOAR: I am.
The Minister for Lands: Go ahead.
Mr. HOAR: If the grower is thrown on

his own resources to grow tobacco, then
four acres will be his limit. Four acres
of tobacco will produce 3,2001b. of that
commodity based on the accepted aver-
age of 8001b. per acre. The price today
is 3s. 6d., which is the average spread
over several years, and that gives a total
income of £560. The total operational ex-
penses under the scheme amount to £867,
less £420 that on a 10-acre basis would be
provided for labour.

The Minister for Lands: That Is for 10
acres, but you are talking about four acres.

Mr. HOAR: I am showing how the
scheme will be run, and what will actually
take place, because no man can grow more
than three to four acres of tobacco success-
fully. He will have £667 less £420 for
labour-which he will not secure-which
will bring his operational expenses to £247.
His net proceeds from tobacco would there-
fore be £475, which leaves £313.

The scheme provides that he shall have
not less than £0 a week, which completely
cuts out the £313 for his personal exertion
in order that his family might live while
he is trying to grow the tobacco, and this
is more than £1 a week less than the basic
wage. Consequently, the whole of the net
proceeds, £313, is swallowed up immedi-
ately, yet a further £255 Is Still outstand-
ing in the financial conmmitmnents he will
not be able to meet. This Is why I say
that the scheme will break down from the
financial Point of view and, if it does break
down financially, it will break down in
every other way.

There is no suggestion under the scheme
for any writing-down; in fact, there is
nothing that can be written down unless
some portion of the capitalisation is writ-
ten off. If we capitalise a tobacco farm
to the extent that has been done, the man
must grow 10 acres of tobacco in order
to operate financially, and it is not within
the bounds of human possibility for a
man to grow 10 acres and, consequently,
in my opinion, the scheme will break
down.

Another question I should like to deal
with is that of migration. We know that
immigration to this country is a most
Important matter, not only from the point
of view of the development of the country,
which, in the past, has never been seri-
ously undertaken, but also because of the
constant threat from the millions of people
to the north of Australia. Therefore we
must become as strong as possible from the
point of view of defence. In the first six
months of this year, no fewer than 91.500
migrants, including 42,000 displaced per-
sons, entered Australia. That is a very
large number, especially when we consider
that many more had arrived before then.
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'The scheme Is one of massed migration
which is bound to have serious repercus-
sions eventually on the whole economy of
the country.

Today there are some 60,000 displaced
persons working in factories, workshops
and other occupations throughout the
Commonwealth. About 5,000 of them are
in Western Australia, and a great many
of them are employed in the timber mills.
Under this system of massed migration-
one might almost call it an Invasion-
many serious problems will arise. On the
manner in which we are prepared to face
up to those problems, the success of
the scheme depends. The economy of the
country must be so arranged as to absorb
all those migrants in a manner that will
cause the least disturbance. In order to
accomplish this, a very long-range view
must be taken, because our economy, like
that of any other country of the world,
depends entirely upon our market oppor-
tunities, both internal and external.

I can visualise Australia's becoming a
fairly substantial producer 'of the com-
modities of secondary industries. I can
see a big future for secondary industry
development in Australia, but giving all
that in, there is no doubt, so far as we
can foresee the future, that we are essen-
tially a primary producing country and
must depend for our livelihood and the
standard of living we enjoy upon oversea
people and the prices they are prepared
to pay for our products. As the prices of
our wool, wheat and other exports slump
oversca. so will our standard of living pro-
portionately decline.

Similarly in reverse: Today we feel that
we are more or less sitting on top of the
world, being in receipt of a very heavy
income with money oversea that we hardly
know what to do with. We are a prosper-
ous nation, but this prosperity will not
last forever, and it will probably be a mat-
ter of only a few years before we shall
have to take stock of the position and
accept far less for our wheat, wool and
other export commodities than we are
receiving today.

I can see that a situation could develop,
if no war eventuates, where we may arrive
at similar price conditions to those that
obtained in 1930-33, which produced for
this country nothing short of about a
Quarter-of-a-million people 'who were liv-
ing on or below the bread-line. If we are
confronted with this possibility-and I be-
lieve we are-how much worse is our
position going to be with all these mi-
grants rushing in at the rate of thousands
a month? It will be infinitely worse
than anything we have experienced before:
it is one of the major problems we have
to face up to.

In order to do this, one of the first
things that must be achieved is the com-
plete and absolute assimilation of the new

Australians. They must not only be taught
to look upon Australia as a good country
to live in with good wages and good con-
ditions, but also that they must really be-
long to us in every sense of the word.
Unless we can create a situation that will
induce the new Australians, so to accept
us, we shall be in danger of having
nationalist minorities developing through-
out the country that could re-act in a
harmful mariner and further aggravate
the deterioration in the economic condi-
tions. of Australia duie to forces overses
over which we shall have little control.

There is such a diversity of nationali-
ties amongst the new Australians. The
91,500 migrants who came to Australia in
the last six mionths. included British free
and assisted migrants, Maltese assisted
migrants, Empire and Allied servicemen,
people from Holland and 42,000 displaced
persons from Europe, representing as they
do a large number of European nationali-
ties. Each of those persons will retain a
love of his own country, in spite of all
the suffering experienced in war-torn
Europe, many of them having been
estranged from their families and so forth.
It does not mean that from the mere fact
of their coming here, they accept us
gladly. In a great many inst'ances, I fear
it is a matter of economic necessity that
has brought them here.

We should endoavour to encourage them
in every Possible Way and meet them on
an equal footing so that they may be in-
duced to bcom good, loyal citizens.
Under this scheme, we are not permitting
them, metaphorically, to uproot their flag
and plant it in Australia. If ever we are
to become an important nation and play
a useful part in the South Pacific, which
might well be our destiny, we cannot af-
ford to permit permanent minorities to
develop amongst us. The success of the
whole scheme depends upon the complete
and permanent assimilation of these
various nationalities, and that is not going
to be easy.

Whether this great mass of people be-
come good, loyal Australian citizens, as
we hope they will, happy to be with us,
or whether they finally break up into dis-
contented national groups will depend
largely upon the guidance and encourage-
ment wve give them from the first day of
their arrival. To fit smoothly into our
community and economy, they must learn
our language; they must learn the history
of this country and its English back-
ground; they must be taught the political
history and its trend without being parti-
san; they -must know something of the
ways of trade unionism and the accepted
need for conciliation and collective bar-
gaining. In time, most of these things
will be absorbed by the new Australians,
but the main essential is that they must
be taught our language now.
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I know there is a scheme which even
has its influence in the countries of their
origin before their embarkation; there is
an arrangement whereby they can learn
to some extent the English language.
Then, after arrival in Australia, we find
in such camps as Northam and other hold-
ing centres, opportunities are provided for
them to attend classes. Again, the scheme
'provides for their giving two years' labour
'under the direction of the Australian

Oovernment. They are pushed out at a
rapid rate into various occupations and
there again those interested are given an
opportunity to attend evening classes and
so learn more of our language, which the
authorities consider to be most essential
to their proper assimilation.

But these things are not working out
as they should-not by a long shot. We
are attaching too much importance to
getting two years' hard manual labour out
of these people. The first thought we
have seems to be to put a pick and shovel
into their hands, and so their opportunity
to learn our language is reduced to a
minimum. MY experience of these people
in my electorate, where there are 364 of
them, is that, even though they have all
the opportunity possible of going to classes
in the evening, only a small percentage
attends.

Hon. A. H. Panton: Probably they are
too tired after working all day.

Mr. HOAR: I can appreciate the diffi-
culty. It is not so much that they are
tired, although that is a consideration, but
they are being taught by Australian
schoolteachers who, however enthusiastic
they may be, have no common tongue they
can use to make themselves understood.
That difficulty arises all the time. I
noticed a report not long ago that there
are 1,500 new Australians in Western Aus-
tralia-we have over 5,000 in the State-
who are enrolled. They are not attending
for any length of time because they
get sick of it and prefer to learn
pidgin English. It is a positive danger
that this state of affairs should be per-
mitted to continue, as there is nothing
more essential than that they should be
taught the English language at the
earliest possible moment.

The whole purpose and success of the
scheme-and these are not my words but
are the words of Mr. Halt, the Common-
wealth Minister for Migration-depends
upon the rapid assimilation of these people
into our way of life. Unless we first create
opportunities whereby they can study our
language under the most suitable condi-
tions, they will not learn it, and the
scheme will break down as a consequence.
if later, anything should occur to dis-
turb the harmony that exists here and
also our standards of living, either through
external or internal reasons, these

hundreds of thousands of people, who
really do not understand us, could become
a menace.

Hon. F, J. S. Wise: There is also the
danger of the formation of minorities.

Mr. HOAR: That is so. We cannot
afford to have national minorities. We
have seen that occur to some extent under
the old scheme of immigration by which a
small quota from other countries was
permitted to come into Australia. In the
Manjimup area, we have noticed that some
immigrants, through not having a proper
understanding of the language of their
new country, have developed into colonies
of sorts, so that we find that Macedonians
prefer to mix with Macedonians, and the
same with Bulgarians, Jugoslavs and
Italians,

The present scheme is so tremendous
as to be really an invasion of Australia
and, as it involves a tremendous number
of people coming in month after month,
unless we insist that they learn our langu-
age within a reasonable time, we shall be
making a rod for our own back, and
trouble will result. We are not encourag-
ing the new Australians to assist them-
selves in this manner, as we ought. We
are not using the better class of them-
the professional type--to the extent we
should in an effort to assist in the assimi-
lation of their fellow-countrymen. Hun-
dreds of professional men have come to
Australia. I think I read in the paper
the other day that no less than 150 doctors
have come here, but they cannot practise
because they are unable to reach agree-
ment with the conditions imposed by the
B.M.A. Besides the doctors, there are
teachers, engineers, lawyers and so on.

Those men hold high educational quali-
fications in their own land, but they are
being wasted in Australia for want of suit-
able occupation. These people, on arrival
at a centre such as Northam, should be
given a special course in learning the
English language, even if it takes three
months or more, and they do nothing else,
and then they should be sent out amongst
their fellow countrymen. They would make
the best teachers of the English language
because even the most enthusiastic of our
State schoolteachers cannot reach these
people in the same manner as do those of
their own nationality. I had that clearly
demonstrated to me some months ago.

In Manjimup there is a Dr. Fischer, who
left the Sudetenland just before Hitler
marched in. This man, who is a professor
of languages, went to England where, for
ten years he taught in an English univer-
.sity, and ultimately found his way to this
country. At present he is employed on a
part-time basis, at so many shillings an
hour, teaching the English language. His
job is to go to the various mills or
wherever else he can get the people to
congregate, and teach them the language.
He is drawing only about £ 3 to £4 a week,
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Because he is the only man who can con-
tact the new Australians, he is receiving
all sorts of other work from them. They
mostly, in course of time, want to get
their families out, so they see Dr. Fischer
about it. If they want papers signed, they
see him. He is almost fully employed do-
ing work which we should be doing, and he
is getting only about £3 a, week for it.

I saw a wonderful opportunity, due to
the number of new Australians in my dis-
trict, to have him appointed as a district
welfare officer: and I want to say here
and now that I received the utmost co-
operation and help from this Government,
both from the Minister for Lands and
the Deputy Premier, who saw the sense of
what I was trying to do. They supported
the scheme as strongly as possible, but
the Commonwealth Government. in a
brief reply from Mr. Holt. the Minister for
Immigration, said such an appointment
could not be made, but gave no explana-
tion.

We ought to make use of the new Aus-
tralians in a better way than we are doing.
If we find it impossible, due to some re-
strictions or other, for doctors, engineers,
lawyers and teachers to follow their
professions here, then we ought to say
that they are special classes of people
qualified, in our opinion, to be of some
assistance to their fellow-nationals, and
they should be segregated from the rest of
them and taught the English language.
Then, instead of these people, including
doctors and artists of various kinds, swing-
ing picks and shovels, and thereby en-
dangering their hands which might affect
their livelihood at a later date, they could
be put to work teaching other new Aus-
tralians; at least, for their first two years
of service here. That, to me, is the only
way that we will encourage the rank and
file of new Australians to attend classes
and be taught our language. That, I
emphasise again, is of the utmost neces-
sity to this country in the proper process
of assimilating the new types that are
coming here.
I want to say a little on the Tourist

Bureau, as it is called. I can find very
little that this Government is doing to
assist that bureau to become popular and
really useful throughout the State. or to
allow it to function as it should. We re-
ceive the highest possible praise from
visitors coming from other parts of the
Commonwealth for our scenery, which can
be found in abundance, for the accom-
modation that is Provided, the friend-
liness of the People and so on. Baut
some of our best spots are inaccessible
to the travelling public. It is not Possible
to get to them except on horseback.
I believe there is a wonderful opportunity
today to treat the tourist trade as an in-
dustry. Western Australia could make a
lot of money out of it if only the Govern-
ment would have the courage to invest
funds in that direction. What is required
is plenty of money poured Into it. It is not

sufficient to be satisfied with our Cave House
and running a few buses here and there.
Many people who come to this State like
to get out into the bacliblocks to see what
our country really grows, and others like
to try good fishing spots, and so on. But
unless they are miracle men, they have
no opportunity of seeing the best we can
offer, because it is well nigh impossible
to locate it.

A lot of money could be spent at Wal-
pole Inlet, to mention one place, and at
Nornalup Inlet, to quote another, to create
conditions which would encourage people
to visit there and enjoy themselves. Money
could be spent on a number of our camp-
lag grounds that are under the control
of the State Gardens Board, in providing
decent sanitary conveniences, some of
which today are an absolute disgrace and,
I am quite sure, do not comply with the
Health Act. The Tourist Bureau could do
all sorts of things if it were given the
necessary power. Today it is only an
advisory body and whenever it does give
advice, the Government naturally looks
at its coffers before determining what
money is to be spent.

Many opportunities are being missed
with respect to expanding this valuable
industry. Roads should be built. That
might be running up against the Minister
for Works, but nevertheless they should
be provided in certain areas to give access
to some places. I appreciate that the
Government usually says it has plenty of
money but not the men and materials,
but I know of one place where a road
board promised the necessary men and
materials to lay down a strip of road about
11 miles long to one of the most popular
watering places and fishing grounds on the
south coast, but the Government refused
to provide the money.

Hon. J. B3. Sleeman: What part is that?

Mr. HOAR: Windy Harbour, on the
south coast. It is a popular fishing area,
but there is only a track to it, over which
people travel in the summer. For about
11 miles it is impassable during the winter
months.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Was not there some
trouble over the Customs Department
tere?
Mr. HOAR: Yes, because of a wreck.

Usually when I speak in this House, I
am not at all parochial, but in this in-
stance I am. This matter affects not
only the timber workers and other resi-
dents throughout a large part of the-
South-West whose amenities are very
slight today, but the tourist trade, and
especially people who travel in cara-
vans and want to go fishing at the week-
end, or spend a week's holiday. Already
there is a small township at Windy Har-
bour, created by men who have built huts
and small dwellings there over the years;
but they are prevented from enjoying that
holiday resort during the winter months.
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for lack of 11 miles of road. The Man-
jimup Road Board, all the fishing clubs
of the South-West, the progress associa-
tions, and so on, are behind the push to
have an aul-weather road made there, but
it was denied them because the Minister
simply refused to grant the money. To
me the reason for his refusal is a most
amusing one, in a way, because it indicates
that a not too close scrutiny was given
to the departmental file on this matter.

It must be fully two years since the
subject was first broached by me on behalf
of the Manjimup Road Board, and the
Minister, in refusing to grant the money
on that occasion, stated in his letter of
the 13th July, 1950-

This road does not appear in the
details of works which the road board
would like to see financed from main
roads funds during the current finan-
cial year.

That seemed to be a reasonable explanation
by the Minister, but I might say that five
months before the close of the financial
year, all the Minister was asked to do was
to send an engineer to ManjimuP to exam-
ine, in co-operation with the road board
supervisor, the condition of this road,
assess its cost, and then give consideration
to the matter. When one realises that
fact, and that no such engineer was sup-
plied by the department, and no interest
whatsoever shown in the proposition, the
accusing of the ManJimuP Road Board
for not including it in this year's esti-
mates is laughable in the extreme, because
it had no opportunity to do So until
that inspection was made. That requested
inspection was refused by the present
Government. I tell the Minister that his
Government is not too popular with the
people living in the South-West at Pre-
sent, on that account alone.

There is only one final matter with which
I wish to deal and that has to do with
the proposed amenities fund for the Tim-
ber Workers' Union. I mentioned a while
back, in speaking on the tourist possi-
bilities, that one of the amenities which
could be instituted and extended to some
extent in the South-West, was the open-
ing up of Windy Harbour. A great many
timber workers depend on that spot as a
holiday site. I suppose '70 per cent. of the
people living in the timber camps, at
some time or other, use this part of the
coast for week-end trips or holidays, and
even for their annual holidays. It would be
important to them to have such a road built.
The amenities provided for timber workers
generally are very few, as the Minister
knows. I will say that he is one Minister
who has done a considerable amount of
travelling around since he took over the
job. He has made a number of statements
too, and as a result he has not altogether
found favour with his own kind. But that

does not make any difference to his doing
what I think is the right thing in moving
around and seeing things for himself.

Some two years ago we passed a motion
in this House and as a result the then
Minister for Forests indicated that con-
ferences would be held with the Saw-
millers' Association. The intention of those
conferences was, if possible, to establish
an amenities fund for timber workers.
Almost two years went by and a fortnight
ago I put questions on the notice paper
in order to elicit, if possible, information
as to what had been done in the inter-
vening period, the intention of the Gov-
ernment and what sort of co-operation the
Sawmillers' Association had given the
Minister, and so on. The Minister's final
reply to that series of questions--which
to my way of thinking simply means the
damning of any thought of an amenities
fund for timber workers-was-

The conference was held on the 10th
August, and was attended by the Hon-
orary Minister for Forests, Messrs. C.
R. Bunning. F. Gregson and C. Craig.
in Vi2w of the mills being scattered in
many parts of the State and the great
variation in the number of employees.
it was decided that it would be im-
practicable to operate an amenities
fund in the timber industry. In an
endeavour to improve the amenities
of the men engaged in the timber In-
dustry, the conference decided that
better housing, lighting and facilities.
such as a licensed club, playing fields
and other sporting and entertainment
facilities, should be provided by the
companies, whilst schools, improved
roads and better transport should be
provided by the Government. Other
amenities, such as the provision of
first aid facilities at some of the
larger mills, are now being investi-
gated and officers have been detailed
by Messrs. Running Bros. and the
State Sawmills to look into the gen-
eral question of amenities throughout
the industry.

So far as I am concerned, that is a com-
plete washout. It simply means that there
will not be any amenities fund for timber
workers. I was rather interested in the
section of the Minister's statement as fol-
lows:-

better housing, lighting and facilities
such as a licensed club, playing fields
and other sporting and entertainment
f acilities...

It has been the employer's right for years
to provide those things. They are not ameni-
ties; they are absolute necessities, and it
is the responsibility of the companies to pro-
vide them. We cannot expect men to provide
homes for themselves in the timber indus-
try, or lighting, or facilities such as licensed
clubs. To a great extent the men them-
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selves have provided their own playing
fields and other sporting and entertain-
ment facilities. But, as a result of this
decision of the Minister, and those asso-
ciated with him in the timber industry,
a lot of disappointment will be created.

It is not a bit of use the Minister say-
ing that an amenities fund cannot be cre-
ated. He knows that that is absurd, be-
cause there would be no difficulty in
establishing such a fund. The Govern-
ment does not have to depend on the Saw-
millers' Association to create this fund be-
cause it can be done through the Forests
Department. That department could
provide the money by putting up the cost
on the royalties for every load of timber
sold to the sawmilling companies. I do not
know how much per load would be con-
sidered a fair thing, but if it was 66. it
would mean that instead of paying 7s. they
would be paying ?s. 6d. per load.

The Honorary Minister: Does not the
hon. member think the distribution of
the amenities fund would be very difficult?

Mr. HOAR: It would be difficult in some
respects. In regard to the larger mills-
although I am not suggesting for a
moment that they do not need to have
money spent on them for amenities, be-
cause there is plenty of room for im-
provement-they have a large population
and over the years the people have created
for themselves many amenities. Out of
the 150 mills in this State there are not
more than 30 or 40 general purpose mills.
AUi the rest are small mills with 20 to 25
men with perhaps a cutting area lasting
10 to 12 years. Most of these men have
their wives and families with them, but
they are denied amenities because they
cannot raise money as can the larger mills
and so no amenities fund has been created.
The bulk of the timber industry is made
up of these smaller mills and even though
there might be difficulties, difficulties are
meant to be overcome.

What is wrong with providing a library
for these small mills? That can be done
if an amenities f und, such as I have pro-
posed, is established. What is wrong
with these smaller mills having transport
provided for them, or the payment of
transport to picture shows tin some towns
a few miles distant. It might be pos-
sible to provide Picture shows at the
mills themselves. There are plenty of
avenues for the expenditure of money on
amenities throughout the timber industry.
The Minister need have no fear that if a
committee were appointed, with a repre-
sentative of the Government, or the Saw-
millers' Association, and the Timber
Workers' Union, it would have any diffi-
culty in distributing the money in the
most satisfactory manner to all concerned.

Pemberton Is probably the biggest tim-
ber mill town in the State. That town
has been able to provide for itself over
the years a swimming pool and all-sorts

of other amenities. Its activities are well-
known, but I do not believe the State Saw-
mills are honest in this matter of ameni-
ties because in regard to the hail at Pem-
berton-I am quoting Pemberton because
if it can happen in the bigger mills it can
happen anywhere-the State Sawmills,
instead of shouldering the responsibility,
is trying to pass the responsibility for the
hall over to the local road board. Does the
Minister know that the People have re-
cently been ranted a loan of £1,500 by
the Commonwealth Government to provide
a recreation ground for themselves? Does
not the Minister think there is some justi-
fication and plenty of avenues for the es-
tablishment of an amenities fund and the
expenditure of money In the timber indus-
try? If the workers have to go to the
Commonwealth Government to borrow
money to build a recreation ground, that
speaks for itself.

The Honorary Minister: I received a
letter from the secretary at Pemberton
yesterday and an officer of the State Saw-
mills is going to Pemberton next week
to investigate the proposition that you
are now discussing.

Mr. HOAR: That is all right, but it
does not solve the problem. If an ameni-
ties fund were in existence there would be
no need for them to obtain a Common-
wealth Government loan. There is plenty
of scope for such a fund being usefully
employed throughout the industry and the
Government, in agreeing with the present
position, has shown itself to be weak. I
think the Sawmlllers' Association is too
strong for the Minister. It has said, "We
will not have an amenities fund," and the
the Minister has had to agree with the
decision.

The Attorney General: Would not the
amenities fund be equally applicable to
many other industries throughout the
country?

Mr. HOAR: I ask the Attorney General
to name them.

The Attorney General: I should say a
lot of the station hands up in the North,
for instance.

Mr. HOAR: I agree. Wherever people
live in the outback country they should
enjoy amenities, but what has that to do
with my question?

The Attorney General: Should not this
be a principle that is applied to all out-
back industries?

Mr. HOAR: If the Attorney General can
make that possible, he should, by all means
do so, but I am talking on behalf of an in-
dustry of over 3.000 men and their wives
and families. They are in self-contained
little townships, stuck away in the bush,
and more or less away from amenities of
city life. A motion was passed in the House
two years ago and yet we have been told
recently that nothing can be done. Some-
body has slipped badly on this, and
the Minister should take up the matter
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again. How many represented the Saw-
millers' Association at this conference?
Will the Minister tell me that? I see that
there were Mr. Bunning, Mr. Gregson and
Mr. Craig.

The Honorary Minister: There were
three representatives from the Sawniillers'
Association.

Mr, HOAR: And did they speak with
the voice of the entire association?

The Honorary Minister: Yes, they spoke
for the association.

Mr. HOAR: Irn that case, the entire as-
sociation does not approve of an amenities
f und.

The Honorary Minister: I gather so.
Mr. HOAR: In that case, I think the

Minister has fallen down badly on the
job. It will be most disappointing to tim-
ber workers throughout the South-West
wherever timber is cut, hewn or sawn. I
have already had letters from a number of
places asking me, at this late stage, to do
something to change the mind of the Saw-
millers' Association. I am certain I do
not have to change the Minister's mind,
but I feel that the association has proved
too strong for him. It is a reflection on
the sawmilling companies to think that
they are not prepared to provide a. certain
sum of money to give the men a more
comfortable standard of living. These
are the men from whom the sawmilllng
companies get their profits.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.
MR. KELLY (Merredin-Yilgarn) [7.30]:

May I add my measure of appreciation to
you. Mr. Speaker, and to the Chairman
of Committees for the many courtesies ex-
tended to me and also in recognition of the
impartial manner in which you have both
at all times dealt with parliamentary busi-
ness. I can assure you that it affords mem-
bers some confidence when speaking to
know that they may go so far and no
further. The majority are quite happy to
be pulled up when they transgress to some
extent.

In dealing with the motion for the adop-
tion of the Address-in-reply, I feel it quite
appropriate to discuss same matters not
included among those that find a place
in His Excellency's Speech, First, I shall
deal with a few subjects that I think
should be ventilated. At the outset, there
is the matter of school holidays. In the
past there has been a lack of synthronisa-
ticn in these arrangements as between the
primary and secondary schools. Parents
may be said at present to be evidencing
more concern than has been customary in
past years, mainly because of the different
periods when holidays are granted in
August. Some parents have children at-
tending both primary and secondary
schools and the disparity in the holiday
periods can be safely said to be more pro-
nounced this year than before, hence the
added concern many feel regarding the
inconvenience of the present arrangement.

To many it would appear that the holi-
day opportunity is entirely unsatisfactory,
not only f rom the standpoint of the children
and their parents, but, to a great degree,
of the teachers as well. The August break
is most essential, particularly in cases
w'here a difficult position arises during- the
winter months when parents have had to
att~nd to the various ailments of children
that occur during that period of the year.
Thc break is also important because the
August holiday Is the last before most of
the important examinations of the year
are held. I feel the importance of the
holiday is great because of those two
factors alone. The synchronisation of the
primary and secondary school holidays is
essential and I feel the Minister would
have very little objection to what I sug-
gest.

In the past the major objection to any
step in this direction has come from the
secondary schools. It is time that the
Government and representatives of those
institutions got together in an endeavour
to establish more satisfactory holiday ar-
rangemnents in order that the two main
disabilities I have referred to might be
overcome. I feel that if the holidays were
standardised at two weeks, commencing on
the one date, it would be of advantage
if applied to both the primary and
secondary sections of our educational sys-
tam. I Put it to the Minister that some-
thing should be done along these lines on
behalf of many country parents who are
greatly disadvantaged at the August holi-
day period because of the necessity to
make two trips to the metropolitan area
and to face two sets of worries regarding
the transportation of their children. On
the other hand, if the holidays were to
commence on the same day, one trip
would suffice and the anxiety would be
limited to the provision of one form of
transport.

Turning to the goidmining industry, I
desire briefly to review the position not
only of that section, but of mining gener-
ally and their relativity to the happenings
of the past three or four years. On the
19th September, 1949, the whole of the
industry was very pleased to learn of the
advent of devaluation. During that pro-
cess we wvent from a very uncertain posi-
tion to one of reasonable security. Over-
night the price of gold went from
£10 15s. 3d. to £:15 9s. 10d. per fine oz.
This, of course, was of decided advantage
to the industry. In fact, many companies
at the devalued price of £15 9s. 10d. were
able to leave the marginal group and be-
come profit-earning, not only in the in-
tcrests of their employees, but of the
shareholders as well.

The effect in some instances was notable
but was not, in fact, very marked in the
total industry. It was rather small apart
f romn the mines on the Golden Mile. In
the 15 years prior to devaluation, gold-
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mining costs had risen roughly 45 per
cent. and during the period from 1934 on-
wards there had been no increase in the
price of gold from that of 35 dollars per
fine ounce. Then we come to the point
when the present purchase price of dollars
was about 50 per cent. only of the 1934
value. During the period when gold re-
mained stationary in price, rail freights
alone increased 27.5 per cent, and the costs
of all mining materials are still rising. There
does not appear to be any possibility of a
halt being called to increasing production
costs. Materials and labour are in very
short supply, and although recent happen-
ings may alter the position to some extent
respecting materials, I have yet to learn
to what degree. We have in the industry
some 360 British migrants, mainly in the
goldmining section, who have arrived dur-
ing the last 12 months, but already many
have left work there probably for more
congenial occupations.

In the present set-up, it is almost im-
possible for new companies to commence
operations. in fact, those mines that are
In a position to operate are only those that
are in a sound financial position and
were well equipped prior to devalua-
tion. I am quite sale in saying there
has been a serious decline in the balance
of the mining industry. There has been
an alarming decrease in the production
figures for other types of minerals and for
gold production itself. I feel that this
decline makes very poor reading and re-
flects very badly on the mining policy of
the present Government. I feel, too, that
goldfielders are justified in voicing the
opinion that the present Administration
is a South-West-minded Government, and
has not the interests of the Goldfields at
heart. It may equally be said that the
Government is severely handicapped be-
cause of the lack of Ideas where the min-
ing industry is concerned.

It would appear that today the Gov-
ernment has adopted a Micawber-like
attitude to the goldmining industry and is
quite content to let matters drift on and
for happenings to move at their own
sweet will. In these days we cannot blame
Mr. Chifley on that account. During our
discussions in the past, endeavours: were
made to throw some responsibility on to
the previous Federal Government. The
present Premier of Western Australia was
always happy when the Commonwealth
Government of the day was criticised be-
cause of its mining outlook. In fact, we
were promised great things from the pre-
sent Commonwealth Government, but I
would say that Its approach to the In-
dustry lacks both interest and knowledge
of the general mining position in Western
Australia.

Neither the State Government nor the
Commonwealth Government appears to
have any fixed policy. One could describe
the policy that is apparent as one of
neglect and indifference. A lot could be

said on that score, because the industry
has retrogressed progressively since 1947.
Today the industry Is not In a very
flourishing position and is recording
annual decreases in output instead of in-
creased figures. Let us look at the 1939
statistics. In pre-war days gold produc-
tion had reached an output of 1,214,238
fine ozs. valued at £11,842,964, while the
industry in that year employed 14,961 men.
The war intervened and production figures
went very low. Other minerals in 1939
were well represented. Exclusive of both
coal and gold the figures for that year
were £125,884 for minerals other than gold
and coal and 983 men were employed. It
was not until after the war that pro-
duction in the goidmining industry began
to take definite form. As members know,
the industry's manpower was very severely
taxed in the war Years, but with many
of the men again seeking employment
in the industry on the cessation of' hostili-
ties, it looked as though matters would
take on a much better complexion, still
bearing in mind that rising costs were
absorbing to a great extent anything the
mines could Produce. Actually there was
little better than a mark-time policy, be-
cause production costs had risen to a far
greater extent than the value of the gold.
But even in that period goidmining did
make gradual strides forward.

In 1947 there were 701.752 fine ass. pro-
duced from a tonnage of 2,500,000, with
7,649 men employed, the total value to the
State being £7,500,000. In 1948. when we
could reasonably have thought that the In-
dustry would be In a more flourishing posi-
tion, the figures receded to 664.986 fine
ozs. A little under 2,500,000 tons were
treated and there was a reduction of 500
men In employment in the industry, bring-
ing the total down to 7.178. The total
value of the gold secured was £7,156,909.

There was a further recession in 1949.
The fine ozs. produced totalled 648,425.
The tonnage mined increased slightly to
2,468,000 and the men employed still
further decreased to 6,800. The overall
value of the gold produced was £7,962,808.
The financial figure had risen because of
devaluation which took Place in Septem-
ber, and that result was brought about in
the last three months of the year. But it
is very noticeable that although the ton-
nage was increased during the year the
number of men employed decreased by
400. That gives the lie direct to any
possible suggestion that the higher cost of
wages did not give a reasonable return for
the period under review.

For 1950 we have records which take
us only up to the end of June. The
figures show a six per cent, decrease in
the tonnage and value compared with
1949. This is something of which we can-
not be proud, and I feel that the Govern-
ment must tackle the position whole-
heartedly if we are to get the industry
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into anything like the shape necessary to
enable it to carry this State through Years
of adversity.

I desire to deal to some degree with the
minerals wined other than gold and coal.-In 1947 alunite was produced to the ex-
tent of 1,725 tons of a total value of
£41,212. In 1948 there was a slight in-
crease in production to 1.778 tons of a
total value of £49,430. In 1949 the ton-
nage was 1.44a. a decided drop on the
1847 figure. The value was £43.417.
There was a very small production in the
first six months of this year. Only 84
tons were produced for a total value of
£1,822. I ask members to bear with me as
I give a few of these items because they
have a particular bearing on the overall
mining picture of this State.

For my part, I make no apology for
giving members what may be a rather
boring set of figures unless they are fol-
lowed carefully. Of arsenic, 1,190 tons
were produced in 1947 for a total value of
£28,738. In 1948. there were 214 tons pro-
duced-a very large decrease compared
with 1947-and the value was £4,494. in
1949, a total of 33 tons was produced to a
value of £982. It will be seen that there
was a gradual decrease in two years and
a steep decrease In 1949. For the first half
of 1950 no arsenic at all has been pro-
duced.

The Attorney General: Arsenic was a,
by-product of the Wiluna. mines, was it
not?

Mr. KELLY: Yes, but there is still an
extensive market for it.

The Attorney General: But it can only
be produced as a by-product.

Mr. KELLY: Yes, but that does not de-
tract from, the fact that we in this State
would have been capable, had our total
production been maintained, of producing
sufficient arsenic to bring to this State
nearly £30,000 per year. I come now to
asbestos, and the Minister cannot use the
same argument as he did with regard to
arsenic because there is a ready market
for asbestos. In 1947, 889 tons were pro-
duced of a total value of £37,393. Figures
for 1948 and 1949 respectively were: 963
tons, £32,761; and 1,297 tons, £125,332.
For the first six months of 1950 we find
that we have slipped back to 487 tons of
a total value of £60,337. In this industry
alone our production has decreased 25
per cent. since 1949, which was the peak
year following 1947.

Corning to felspar, that mineral has
shown a much more even return. For the
three years the figures have been more or
less equal and at present there is an in-
crease of nine per cent. Glauconite is in
a happy position. In 1947, 350 tons were
produced with a Value of £8,762. For the
first hal of 1950 the figure was 170 tons
and the value £4,577, or an increase of

66 per cent. during that Period.' With re-
gard to gypsum there has been a gradual
decline in production although the figures
for 1949 were above those of 1947 and the
hall-year Period of 1950. Although this
product is extensively required and sought
by many other countries, there has been
a decline in production of 30 per cent.

Of kyanite. 2.931 tons were produced in
1947, valued at £14,597. In 1949, and in
the first half of 1950, no kyanite was pro-
duced. This decline is something that we
must grapple with. Otherwise in the very
near future many other of our metals will
suffer a similar decline through lack of
interest. The production of pyrites has
shown an increase, five per cent. more
being produced in the first half of this
year as against the previous year. The
production of lead, concerning which we
have heard so much and about which
there has been a controversy in the Press,
has decreased by 30 per cent.

The number of men employed in pro-
ducing minerals other than coal and gold
has declined from 1,606 in 1947 to 560 at
present. For those minerals a value of
£446,453 was received in 1947 when 560
men were employed. The amount of
money derived by the State Treasury
from the production of these other min-
erals was a decided advantage and is a
reason why attention should be given to
maintaining those figures. During 1948
and 1949 there were slight increases, but
in 1950 we have slipped back the best part
of 22 per cent. in the total overall returns.
We have every reason to be concerned and
to take stock of this particular section of
the maining industry. It is interesting to
record at this stage the total value of pro-
duction in this State of the four major
industries in Australia. From wool, for
all time to date, £196,011,040 has come to
the State, and from wheat, over
£237,000,000.

I come now to gold and emphasise the
important part it has played in the finan-
cial position of the State. I believe
the member for Nedlands mentioned that
since the inception of the industry in this
State £310,000,000 worth of gold has been
produced. Our coal export trade has not
been great, and the total figure in that
sphere is only £16,000,000. On a compara-
tive basis those figures show the import-
ance of such production to the State.
Since devaluation of the £ sterling Aus-
tralia has lost ten months of golden
opportunity in the matter of mineral pro-
duction. Both this State and the Com-
monwealth have marked time during a
period that should have been devoted to
intense research and application in the
mining industry. Had such activity been
undertaken, our mining industry would,
have been enabled to maintain the en-
viable position It has held for the past
50 years. However, instead of being faced.



16 September, 1950.161

with a period of great progress, the indus-
try has been retarded in almost every
direction.

Very little effort has been made by either
the State Government or the Common-
wealth to overcome the bottle-necks that
have been strangling the goidmining in-
dustry. For years we have been told that
,dollars dictated what the industry could
expect. Mining machinery has been in
short supply and it has been difficult to
-obtain sufficient. manpower. Many of the
,essentials of the industry have been al-
most unprocurable. I wish now to place
on -record a little of what has been said
with regard to raising the dollar loan of
£100,000,000. In "The West Australian"
,of the 24th August, 1950, under the head-
ing of "The Dollar Loan, " there appeared,
among other things, the following:-

This dollar loan must be strictly
qpplied to developmental purposes in
accordance with the terms of the
agreement.

I want to know what are the terms of that
agreement in relation to the goidmining
industry and what Influence the industry
may expect In the future from this loan
programme that the Prime Minister has
arranged. The article further states that
the International Bank has endorsed the
loan-

It also endorsed the loan not for
any specific developmental project but
for a general programme which, al-
though presented in some documnen-
tary detail, very largely leaves the
expenditure to the discretion of the
Australian Government. Perusal of
the schedule of capital expenditure for
which the dollar accommodation has
been made available shows the ex-
tremely wide range of developmental
activity which has been opened for the
Commonwealth Government during
the next two years.

I have perused carefully a further article
in the same issue of "The West Australian"
but have been unable to find in it any
reference to the goldmining industry, in
particular, receiving any benefits from the
loan. The industry is not even mentioned-
The only reference from which any con-
clusion regarding the goidmining industry
could be drawn reads as follows:-

The bank's announcement said that
the loan would help to finance the
purchase of agricultural equipment,
machinery for mining coal and non-
ferrous metals, plant or increased pro-
duction of iron and steel and equip-
ment for a broad range of other indus-
tries. It would also assist in the de-
velopment of water conservation,
hydra-electric power facilities, road
and rail transport, housing and public
utilities.

No specific mention is made there of this
mast important industry. In those circum-
stances it is easy to understand why the
industry lacks drive. It is mostly due to
the uninterested attitude of the Govern-
ment, though it Is hard to sheet home to
any particular Government the decline of
the industry at the present day.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Where is the Min-
ister for Mines?

Mr. KELLY: It is not to the credit of
the present Government that the Minister
representing this Industry, above all,
should be in another place. it is wrong
that the Minister should have to read
"Hansard" in order to ascertain the feel-
ings of members in this House in relation
to the goidmining industry.

Mr. Marshall; Will he bother to read
it?

Mr. KELLY: He should be in this House,
to hear what is said. The appointment
of a substitute to tell him, secondhand,
what is said in this Chamber is far from
satisfactory. I have previously ventilated
my feelings in this regard, but have felt
that one is merely butting one's head
against a brick wall. Such comments
simply do not sink in. Now, for the
second time, this Government has ap-
pointed the Minister for Mines in another
place. Although His Excellency's Speech
was voluminous, the only reference It con-
tained to the golcimining industry was as
follows:-

An improved outlook for the gold-
mining industry has resulted from the
the rise in the price of gold following
the devaluation of sterling. Activity
In other minerals has been fostered
by world demand.

Nt by the Government, it will be noted.
His Excellency continued-

A geological survey is now proceed-
ing to assess deposits of clay, sand
and so on for industrial purposes.

That is the only reference contained in
that long oration to one of the State's
most important industries, How ironical
the whole matter is! The Position war-
rants the closest attention on the part of
the Government. Notwithstanding the
fact that the devaluation of sterling has
placed this State in a Position of great
advantage, Western Australia, which pro-
duces over '70 per cent. of the Common-
wealth's gold, has made absolutely no use
of Its wonderful opportunity. Our efforts
have been Puny indeed when compared
with those of other nations. From June,
1949, till May, 1950, South Africa disposed
of new gold-I emphasise that it was new
gold, apart from normal production-on
the world's free market, amounting to
1,453,000 fine as, or more than double
Australia's total production, valued in Aus-
tralian currency at £22/150,000.
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What would have been our position had
we gone in for the production of gold
on the same lines as did South Aficea?
What a wonderful position we would have
been in, and what a great future there
would have been ahead of this industry.
It is not too late yet to mend our ways
and place the industry on something like
a reasonable footing. in addition to the
Production I have mentioned, South Africa
has honoured all her obligations to the
International Monetary Fund. There has
been no recession in that country. Why
should there be any in Australia? We are
told that the labour difficulties of South
Africa are not the same as ours, but that
is beside the point. Many such difficulties
are being surmounted at the present time
and if the Government here had adapted
the right policy, many of the shortages
could have been overcome and the gold-
mining industry placed in a flourishing
condition.

Another matter that is worrying the
mining industry is the question of revalua-
tion of the Australian £. All our pri-
mary Industries are justified in their con-
cern at the delay in making an announce-
ment as to what is to be dane in this
regard. The time is long overdue for a
clear statement on what is to be done in
the matter of revaluing the Australian
£. We have had no such announce-
ment but instead have heard the lesser
lights of the Federal Government making
statements on this important question,
followed, within 48 hours, by denials from
the Prime Minister. Following those denials
there have been further statements by
other Ministers of the present Common-
wealth Government. There is still a great
deal of speculation as to whether revalua-
tion will take place and 1 think that sonmc
degree of revaluation might be welcome
in Australia, but an overnight revaluation
to the extent of 25 per cent. would spell
chaos to some of our greatest primary
producing industries.

Wool, which is in the ascendant , may
not be so badly affected, and wheat would
be affected to a lesser degree than gold.
but if the Australian Z were revalued in
the very near future it would mean a drop
from £15 9s. 10d. to £11 10s. per oz. in
the price of gold and would spell disaster
to the industry. Both State and Federal
Governments should realise what would
happen and centre their interest on avoid-
ing the total revaluation suggested in some
quarters. I think that in the best interests
of Australia some revaluation is desirable
but it should be done on a progressive basis,
over a period of two or three years, in order
to ease its impact on many of our indus-
tries.

Some little time ago I asked the Premier
several questions relating to primary pro-
duction and the question of supplies of
super. The Premier saw fit to group his
replies to two questions into one. On
several occasions I asked him to clarify
his position in relation to the removal of

the super. subsidy. In reply to both the
original question and two subsequent,
Questions, I was met with total evasion.
In the end I asked the Premier, "Does
he or does he not agree with the with-
drawal of the super, subsidy?" His reply
was something of a classic, and, although
already in "Hansard," it will bear repeat-
ing. It was as follows:-

The Commonwealth Government
provided the money to pay the sub-
sidy and did not consult the States
in making its decision. It is not con-
sidered that the suggested protest
would serve any useful purpose,

The only view one can take of a reply
of that nature is that it is decidedly weak.
However, it is fully in keeping with the
present Government's attitude of hunting
with the bare and running with the
hounds or, rather, of hunting with the.
hounds and running with the hare.

The Minister for Lands; That is better.
Hon. P. J. S, Wise: You like that, do

you?
Mr. KELLY: I do not care whether any-

body likes it or not, but l would not like
such a charge placed at my door. That
answer was completely evasive; there are
no two ways about it. I wish to clarify the
position relating to the State and its pri-
mary producers. I did not say whether r
agreed or disagreed to the super. subsidy
being withheld, but I did expect the Pre-
mier to be able to give something in the
nature of a decisive answer on the sub-
ject. It is most unfortunate for the
people of Western Australia that the Pre-
mier and his followers continue to evade
the issue as to just how they stand on the
question of the withdrawal of the Com-
monwealth super. subsidy. There has not
been the slightest protest from this Gov-
trnment. There was certainly a protest
about 3.000 odd tons of super. ordered
but undelivered when the subsidy was
lifted, but not one word was said regarding
the withdrawal of the subsidy. Everyone
sat tight in their seats and waited, like
Micawber, to see what would happen.

Mr. Ackland- What is your opinion?
Mr. KELLY: I will give you my opinion.

which is my personal one and not neces-
sarily that of other members on this side
of the House. I know what the opinion
of the member for Irwin-Moore is. with-
out his voicing it in this House. This
withdrawal of the super. subsidy will un-
doubtedly have an overall detrimental
eff ect on the majority of the people in
this State. I want it to be clearly under-
stood that I have no desire to spoonfeed
any one section of the community: farm-
ers or anyone else. I believe it is only
just that a fair share of this world's goods
should be allotted to everyone. So, in that
frame of mind I consider it would be
wrong to spoonfeed any one section of the
community.
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Mr. J7. Hegney: They have got over that
DOW.

Mr. KELLY: That remark comes from
one whose mind travels along a certain
line, but there is also another line which
Possibly would permit of a certain amount
of explanation. There are, perhaps, a
number of wealthy farmers in Western
Australia who are doing quite well at pre-
sent, and have done so since 1942: farmers
whose wheat crops have been reasonably
good and whose wool clips have been some-
thing Phenomenal, on current prices. How-
ever, there are quite a number of others
in the industry besides those who are on
the Pig's back.

I-on. A. H. Panton: They are on the
sheep's back.

Mr. KELLY: Well, on the sheep's back.
But on this question I decided to use the
term "on the pig's back." There are others
in the industry on whose behalf I speak
and for whom there is some need for con-
cern. To them, hardship is still quite evi-
dent. There are some who are endeavour-
ing to develop new pastures, which, of
course, require a liberal amount of top-
dressing to bring them into production.
This applies also to our marginal lands and
sandplain areas. An extremely liberal
amount of super. is required to bring any
of those types of land into production.
There are others who desire to bring into
Production areas that have been cleared
within the last 12 months or so and whose
aim is to reach the stage where they can
safely carry stock.

There are also others who are newly-
established in primary production and who
have recently bought stock but have not
benefited in any way from their pur-
chases. There are returned ex-servicemen
who have been recently placed on farms,
well equipped in many cases, and who
have their first year's pastures in. which
urgently need a liberal dressing of super.
This is necessary before such pastures will
carry a reasonable number of stock. It
is well for us to consider that, although
we have comparatively few people in
Western Australia, the wool figures in
comparison with the number of sheep
which the land is carrying, are not so
wonderf ul. They will stand a tremendous
increase if we are to reach the Peak of
production.

Furthermore, potato-growers in the Past
have not had a rosy time. Under the
Commonwealth regime, they were guaran-
teed a Price that was all right on the then
cost of Production, and many of them ob-
tained a reasonable living during that
period. However, today their position is
far from good. We have taken the benefit
of the super. subsidy from them, and now
they have to pay £2 10s. a. ton extra.
The same applies to market gardeners.
Recently beans reached a price as high as
2s. 6d. and 29. 8d. a lb. and the Prices of

other vegetables were also high. But if
we inquire into the costs of vegetable pro-
duction, it will be found that they have
soared out of all reason. It will also be
ascertained that many of these men have
to use a great deal of mixed super. to
maintdin their production. The State
Government should have protested em-
phatically to the Commonwealth authori-
ties so that production was made to come
somewhere within the State's possibilities.

Mr. Perkins: What is your opinion on
the railway super. freights?

Mr. KELLY: In the past three years--
anyway during the life of the present Gov-
erniment-they have gone up 27.5 per cent.
I do not think that worries the farmers
very much. The majority of them have
realised that over a period of years they
have had a very decided concession, and
I think, along with them, that since the
railways super. freights have slightly
risen-

Mr. Ackland: Over 100 per cent.
Mr. KELLY: Not over 100 per cent.!
Mr. Ackland: Railways super. freights

have risen by over 100 per cent.: that is
a fact.

Mr. KELLY: I think I may be referring
to the percentage increase on freights as
it affects the Goldfields.

The Attorney General: Do you think we
should give up using pyrites and buy Sul-
phur which, on the whole, is cheaper?

Mr. KELLY: I think we should continue
to use pyrites, because the super. produc-
tion in this State has a great future with
the increased use of pyrites. The member
for Roe asked me what my opinions were
as to the rise of railway super. freight
charges.

Hon. F..J. S. Wise: Do not tell him.
Mr. KELLY: I am quite happy to tell

him.
Hon. P. J7. S. Wise: The Government

would not tell him.
Mr. KELLY: The increased charges are

perhaps out of proportion; but under the
present Governent's regime, they still
have a great opportunity of going much
higher than they are at present.

Mr. Perkins:
members on the
judging by the
pressed.

That ought to suit the
other side of the House,
opinions they have ex-

Hon. A. A. M. Coverley: That ought to
suit you.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The member
for Merredin-Yilgarn will proceed.

Mr. KELLY: The original purpose of
the super. subsidy was to encourage pro-
duction and I now desire to refer to that
phase. Undoubtedly I will have many mn
agreement with me when I say that pro-
duction is vitally necessary both to main-
tain our export trade and our home con-
sumption. I have several reference on
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which I desire to make some comment, and
the first deals with the export trade. As
a comparison, the figures of 1948 and 1949
show a disparity and over that period, I
want members to note, the increases were
not very great.

For instance, beef production we'nt up
by 20 per cent.; lamb 20 per cent.; honey
30 per cent.; fish 20 per cent.; wheat 35
per cent,; prepared breakfast foods 60 per
cent.; apples 35 per cent.; other dried
fruits 60 per cent. As against those in-creases in exports during the years 1948
and 1949, and by way of comparison, it is
interesting to note that the decreases were
as follows:-pork 20 per cent. poultry 45
per cent.; rabbits 65 per cent.; bacon and
hams 12 per cent.; preserves (in tins) 20
per cent.; milk, preserved (condensed and
concentrated) 8 Per cent.; butter 40 per
cent.; eggs (in shell) 8 per cent.; eggs (not
in shell) 25 per cent.; fish (in tins) 15 per
cent.; oats 60 per cent.; wheat and flour
30 per cent potatoes 12 per cent.; oranges
8 per cent. and currants 12 per cent.

My reason for endeavouring to focus
attention on export and home consump-
tion figures and their relativity to super-
phosphate is because at present and for
some months past there has existed a
shortage of meat, milk, onions, potatoes
and other vegetables. The increase in the
price of super. arising from the with-
drawal of the Commonwealth subsidy will
undoubtedly have the result of greatly in-
creasing production costs, although the
full effect may not be felt immediately.
Expression has been given to the view that
the quantity of super. used will be de-
creased. This, in the minds of some
people, might be in keeping with the Gov-
ernment's desire, because it will probably
enable a majority to get their require-
ments of super. in the coming season.
However, there is another line of thought,
which is that there will be no reduction
in the quantity used. My feeling is that
there will be a reduction and that the
consequence will be a great decline in our
pastures.

The removal of the subsidy will cause
a decided increase in production costs of
most of the lines I have enumerated. In
1939 the price of super. was £3 12S. 6d.
a ton whereas today it is £9 17s. Hence,
apart from the increase in production
costs that occurred prior to the withdrawal
of the super. subsidy, there must be an-
other decided advance. Because of the
removal of the subsidy, the primary pro-
ducers of the State, on the basis of last
year's figures. will lose £1,086,250. That
is not surprising, seeing that the rise in
the price of this important commodity is
in the vicinity of 166 per cent.

The lifting of the super. subsidy will
cost the producers of Australia a total of
E4,125.000, This is the result of the
action of a Government that is supposed
to be in tune with the primary producers,
and I Must confess I am at loss to under-

stand why such an extraordinary position
should have been created. I have already
stated that a number of primary pro-
ducers can quite easily bear the increased
cost of super., but there is also a large
number who cannot, and they have re-
ceived scant consideration through this
ill-timed decision of the Commonwealth
to withdraw the subsidy.

The Attorney General: What industry
do you think should be taxed to provide
the £4,000,000?

Mr. KELLY: I am not specifying any
particular industry.

The Attorney General: You think every-
one should be taxed to provide the money?

Mr. KELLY: I think it is an obligation
of Australia, not to subsidise those who
can afford to pay the increased price, but
to help those who cannot and who will
be so adversely affected. The withdrawal
of the subsidy will certainly have a detri-
mental effect upon our export figures.
It does not need a great knowledge of
mathematics to work that out. Less super.
will be used, the number of acres under
production will be lower and produc-
tion. itself will decline. This is disquiet-
ing in view of the fact that the population
of the State is increasing. To overcome
the annually recurring shortages of com-
modities, a partial answer can be found
in the increased, not decreased. use of
super. Pasture productivity must be
maintained and pasturage acreages must.
be progressively increased. More land must
be brought into production.

In this connection it is necessary to
take the long view if we are going to
achieve worthwhile results. I know there
is a tremendous area of ind lying- idle.
This is a problem that must be tackled
if we are going to overcome the existing
shortage of production. Many people in
this State hold far too much undeveloped
land-land that could be brought into
productivity if the right policy were
adopted. I believe that insufficient experi-
mental work has been carried out in the
coastal country. Within 50 miles of the
capital city, there are thousands of acres
of land that are not producing a single
hoof. Thbe explanation is that much of
this land has not been subjected to the
right sort of treatment and, consequently,
has not been brought into production.
Many of the areas held carry practically
no stock and consequently the production
ratio suffers.

Recently it was claimed that some pro-
gress had been made in experiments along
what is termed the Old Coast Road.
Admittedly we have to crawl before we
can walk, and It is pleasing to know that
some effort is being made to increase
production in that area, but I feel there
is need for very much greater effort In
a nearer region than the one I have just
mentioned. In the metropoitan area,
right at our door, are thousands of acres,
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that should be receiving the attention of
the Government. I do not wholly blame
the present Government for not making
some effort to ensure that that land is
utilised, but it should be possible to put
a lot of the land at present lying idle
into production. At this time above all
when exports are so necessary and when
the home consumption is increasing so
greatly and shortages of commodities are
annually recurring, we would be justified
in taking energetic steps to bring about
production in those areas.

With a view to getting this necessary
work put in hand, consideration should
be given to the possibility of setting aside
a section of the Department of Agricul-
ture and charging the experts In It with
the responsibility of bringing about fur-
ther development of the light lands of
the State. This applies, not only to the
land in close proximity to Perth, but also
to areas in other parts of the State. Ex-
periments should be made to determine
the best treatment for peaty. light clay
and other types of land so that produc-
tion might be stepped up materially. If
some of our departmental experts were
assigned to work on this problem and
were given a free hand to adopt a policy,
I believe that the State would soon enter
upon a new era of productivity.

There is a considerable area of land
that could be reclaimed and utilised. Much
of the land between the coast and the
clay belt is covered with swamps and lakes,
rendering those areas useless to the hold-
ers, who are paying high rates on them.
It is time that drainage schemes were put
in hand so that much of that land could
be utilised and our export figures im-
proved. There are many ways in which
people could be assisted with a view to
bringing about greater production. The
Governmenit, if it so desired, could make
assistance available to many settlers for
the purpose of providing fencing and
building materials as well as for the
purchase of stock. I come into contact
with many people who have land lying
Idle because they are not sufficiently fin-
ancial to improve it by laying down pas-
tures and, if they could establish the pas-
tures, they would not have the funds to
purchase stock.

So I feel a great deal could be done
to bring about a much better position with
respect to greater production and utilisa-
tion of the land that is available. I think
it would do no harm at all, but would be
in the interests of the State and the Gov-
errnent Itself, If a commission were set
up to make a close examination of the
production potential, and a comprehen-
sive investigation of our idle lands and
their possibilities. It eould also deal with
the effect of higher super. costs on pro-
duction and commodity prices and, in
addition, it could be vested with full power
to delve into every avenue through which
production increases might be possible. I

commend that to the Government as
something well worth while. I was asked
earlier in the evening if I intended to say
something about fish.

Hon. F. J, S. Wise: You will draw crabs
if 'You do!

Mr. KELLY: Yes. The Minister for
Fisheries has not made many interiec-
tions, and I assume he will treat me in
the same way tonight. I asked a question
recently regarding Government assistance
to Seafocods Ltd. The reply was that that
concern had been assisted to the extent of
£32,150. The company, as the Minister
showed us in this Chamber some time ago,
markets a product of very high quality
under the caption of "Snowman." At the
time the Minister first displayed a package
of that fish here, he explained quite a lot
about the undertaking of Seafoods Ltd. I
think some of us interjected that the price
was too high, and I believe it is generally
felt at the present time that the price is
still too high. In fact, it has been in-
creased from what it was when the pro-
duct was first put on the market. My
object, however, in raising the question
tonight is not so much respecting the
price as the matter of supply.

We find that Western Australia's re-
quirements have not been fully satisfied.
It is possible at moat times to buy a wide
variety of this fish product, in packets, at
a number of our city stores, but outside
the city, with the exception of a few
of the larger towns, there is practic-
ally none available. That applies to
most of the inland towns of West-
ern Australia. I feel that the Gov-
ernment, which is somewhat South-West-
minded, is, after all, a Western Australian
Government and should pay more atten-
tion to the distribution of this product,
and the necessity for supplies being avail-
able in the majority of our towns. Many
Inland centres, if supplied with the type
of ice-box that maintains this fish in good
condition, could, and should, be running
this product. But that is not the case.
and I feel it is the duty of the Govern-
ment to insist that the People of Western
Australia be fully catered for.

When we recall not only the amount
advanced to the company by the Govern-
ment but also the large amount of finance
that was made available to enable the
"Ben Dearg" and the "Commiles" to come
to Western Australia to fish in Seafoods's
interests, we realise it places a double ob-
ligation on the Government to see that
the people of this State are at least fully
supplied with this particular product. I
had the feeling that perhaps the total
Production was not sufficient to warrant
expansion into the country areas, but I
find that such is not the case, because only
recently-on the 9th June last-the follow-
ing heading in heavy type appeared in the
Adelaide paper "The News": "No Danger
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of Shortage of Fish Here." Under that More than 12 tons of I rozen-filleted
heading is this report-

Adelaide need have no fears of a
fish shortage this winter, Windsor
Poultry Service proprietor (Mr. N. C.
Thomas) said today.

Supplies of quick frozen fish were
assured and Adelaide was no longer
dependent on fishermen having to
battle against bad weather.

There had always been shortages in
winter due to the inclement weather.

Today, Mr. Thomas sold fish packed
in cellophane in j-lb. and 1-lb. lots,
which, he claimed, was something en-
tirely new in S.A.

Honed pink snapper fillets, deep-sea
bream, and flathead were now avail-
able and within a month he expected
to have ample supplies of garfish,
whiting and practically all varieties
of fish.

He would have an unbroken supply
of fish and there would never be a
shortage.

Quick frozen fish did not lose its
flavour and could be kept indefinitely.

The fish were caught mainly in
Antarctic water by two deep-sea Bri-
tish trawlers operated by British crews
from Albany (W.A.) for Seafoods Ltd.

The trawlers were the "Ben Dearg"
and "Commiles," which had previously
operated in the North Sea.

Already Mr. Thomas has had in-
quiries from Tennant Creek.

Even South Australia is going to send fish
all over that State, yet our country towns
are deprived of it-and the Minister takes
no notice. The report continues--

He said he proposed to send suppies
into the country, where residents rarely
obtained fish.

South Australia is indeed lucky to have
that type of attention paid to Its country
towns. It is far more than we experience
in this State. Under the heading "Quick-
Fr'ozen Fish in Packets Selling Here," is
shown a picture of some people in a store,
and a good-looking attendant handing
over 1-lb. and j-lb. packets of this fish.
The Government, and the Minister in par-
ticular, do not appear to realise the desire
of our people to partake of this excellent
product. Another item appeared on the
7th June, 1950, referring again to the
operations of Seafoods Ltd., as follows:-

Since they started operating there
last year, the trawlers have averaged
25 to 30 tons of fish on each fort-
nightly cruise. The trawlers have
opened up a big and valuable export
trade for W.A.

It is very nice to have a big and valuable
export trade but why at the expense of
our own people?

fish, comprising 15 varieties, are sent
to the Eastern States from Albany
each month.

Managing director R. Simonsen, of
Seafoods Ltd., said today that Sydney
was taking five tons of "Snowman" fish
each month. Melbourne took four
tons, and Adelaide three.

So, the whole of Australia gets plenty of
our fish, but we, where the main fishing
grounds exist and the whole of the pro-
duction takes place, are getting only a
small proportion: in fact, I am quite right
in saying that on many occasions when
one goes into some of the bigger empor-
iums here, one has the choice of two fish-
shark, or something else done up in a 1-lb.
packet. Yet the Eastern States can be
catered for on the lines set out by this
article. It continues-

Last year, his company caught and
Processed too much herring and found
difficulty in selling it. This year, few
herring had been caught, and the de-
mand was great.

That difficulty arose simply because the
people object to paying 3s. 10d. a lb. for
herring notwithstanding that they know
there is a loss in the package weight as
compared with the net weight, but there
is not more than 50 per cent, with the
smaller type of fish, such as herring.

Mr. Griffith: How much a lb. is it?
Mr. KELLY: It is 3s. 10d. in this State

for the processed fish. The report con-
tinues--

More than 15 tons were consumed
each week on the local market. Most
of this was processed, but some was
sold without filleting it.

In other words, some was sold as wet fish
without being processed. There was a
period when this company had more fish
than it could process, and more packaged
fish on hand than it had orders for, so
that a certain amount of wet fish then
drifted on to the Western Australian mar-
ket. But it made no endeavour to place
the fish in our country areas. I say it
is time that the Minister, on behalf of the
people of this State who have financed this
company to such a large extent, took more
interest in the disposal of what is essen-
tially a product of Western Australia. The
report continues-

"Some people have complained be-
cause they pay 4s. a lb. for filleted
snapper when they can buy it whole
for Is. 41d. a lb. But we get only one-
third of the fish after filleting, which
makes the price very reasonable," Mr.
Simonsen said.

When this company first commenced, its
excuse was that 50 per cent. of the fish
was lost in the processing, and so the price
had to be high. Now, after only 12 months'
experience, we find the fish have grown a
lot more fins, tails and internals, because
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we are told that two-thirds have to be
thrown away. I cannot reconcile that with
any fish I have caught, because I can eat
more than 50 per cent. of them. The
Minister must give a lot more attention to
this matter than he has in the past if we
are to get reasonable treatment from what
is a wonderful asset to the people of West-
ern Australia.

It is all very well for the member for
Vasse to display a wide smile. I suppose
he has supplies of this product there,
and if not, he has a harbour where
he can catch fish, but I can assure
him there are many people in this
State who have not the same facili-
ties and are denied the opportunity of
purchasing this line in their district.
I would be surprised if the member for
Katanning has a Seafoods installation in
his area; and he is just as entitled to it
as is the member for Northam. the mem-
ber for Kalgoorlie, or any other hon.
member. The sooner the Minister looks
into this matter and justifies the amount
spent in establishing the industry, by en-
suring that the people in the hinterland
of Western Australia are given an oppor-
tunity to enjoy this product, the better.

I desire to deal with one more matter
in connection with fishing and that has
reference to licenses. Here again I have
to look intently at the Minister. There
was a lot of controversy in this Chamber
about 12 months ago with regard to
the policy of increasing the charges for
fishermen's licenses and boat fees by
regulation. We on this side of the
House, took serious exception to this
or any other Government operating and
governing by regulation. We pointed
out to the minister that all sorts of
' anomalies could occur and that in-
justice would result. The Minister sailed
on in a very undisturbed manner and re-
fused to give any credence to the sugges-
tions from us that his regulations would
not Prove satisfactory. The fees that the
Minister imposed, much against the grain
of the Chamber, were gazetted on the 16th
December, 1949, and those for professional
fishermen's licenses, at that time, were
gazetted at £5. Professional fishermen's
boats, not exceeding 25 ft., were also to
be licensed for £5. Soon, it was found by
the licensed fishermen that these two
amounts were exhorbitant. Many other
sections. too, objected to the fees levied
by the Minister, through his department.
on the various other sizes of boats. But,
the Minister was quite happy with the
position until finally a deputation waited
on him.

Hon. A. A. Mv. Coverley: You made him
jump to attention.

Mr. KELLY: I draw members' attention
to the fact that these increased license
fees were gazetted on the 16th December,
1949, and yet on the 22nd February, 1950,
this gem appeared in the "Daily News"-_

Individual license fees for fisher-
men and for boats from 18 ft. to 25 ft.
have each been reduced from £5 to
£2-

The Minister agreed to that reduction not-
withstanding the fact that he was against
it two months before. Immediately they
approached him he reduced the fee from
£5 to £2.

The Attorney General: He was able to
do it, too.

Mr. KELLY: I will soon tell the Attorney
General why he did it.

The Attorney General: He was able to
do it, though.

Mr. KELLY: It goes on-
-said F'remantle branch secretary. C.
Hansen, of the W.A. League of Licensed
Fishermen today. The new fees fol-
lowed a deputation to the Minister
for Fisheries last Friday by members
of his organisation from Geraldton.
Albany, Augusta and Fremantle, he
said.

Undoubtedly there was a very wide appli-
cation for some relief. We told the
Minister and warned him that that would
be the result if he attempted to impose
those charges upon the fishermen. The
figure we suggested was exactly £2.
but he would not listen to us. It
was not until pressure was brought
to bear that he finally dropped to his
knees and reduced the fees.

The Attorney General: Some of the
figures were suggested by you, were they
not?

Mr. KELLY: Those figures were prac-
tically all suggested by us.

The Attorney General: The first ones.
I think, with the exception of professional
fishermen's licenses.

Mr. KELLY: This article goes on-
The interest taken in these matters

by endorsed L.C.L. candidate for Fre-
mantle, Len Dickson, and his commit-
tee, is appreciated by the fishermen.
He gave much help in having outstand-
ing differences settled quickly, said
Mr. Hansen.

They were outstanding for two months
but immediately Mr. Dickson puts on
political pressure, something is done for
the fishermen. I do not suppose he knew
them before, but he knows a lot about
them now; and he was very pleased to go to
the Minister. The Minister, of course, was
highly delighted to give this reduction be-
cause Mr. Dickson, the L.C.L. candidate
for Fremantle, saw fit to approach the
Minister on the subject. I think that is
the height of inconsistency when political
pressure can be brought to bear to alter a
Minister's considered views of two months
earlier.



(ASSFLM2BYAl'

Now we come to one other little matter.
The Electoral Act, in its present form, has
a number of provisions that could well
receive attention. I understand that the
alteration of some of the more glaring
anomalies will be tackled during the cur-
rent session. However, there is one which
I do not think is receiving any attention
and that has reference to the use of mis-
leading photographs at election time.
On every such occasion we find a num-
ber of photographs in circulation, not only
from sitting members on both sides of the
House, but also from new candidates.
They are photographs and statements that
are most misleading and I intend to speak
about one which I consider to be a gem.
It is the only one with which I intend to
deal tonight but there are others in my
bag that are equally glaring. This subject
merits some consideration by the Chamber.
There should be provision in the Electoral
Act which would preclude any member,
sitting or otherwise, from publishing
photographs that had been taken more
than six years previously. That would mean
that all photographs used by members or
candidates on their election propaganda
would be photographs taken not more than
six years before. In other words, a mem-
ber could be six years older than his
photograph.

The Attorney General: In other words,
that is the statute of limitations!

Mr. KELLY: I feel that most members
here realise the position. Frequently it is
hard to recognise the old warhorses; and
fogeys we see from the photographs of
them that appear in the Press, on dodgers
and in various places. In some cases the
published version distributed to unsuspect-
ing electors is shocking.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you think that in-
fluences them very much?

Mr. KELLY: Although it cannot influ-
ece very many electors of members of
this House, who are generally in fairly
constant touch with their electors, it
would have a great effect on the electors
of another Chamber who, in many cases,
rarely see their members. The only way
those electors can know what their member
looks like is by seeing a published photo-
graph. In fact, the particular instance I
have here covers an election in another
place. The practice of publishing photo-
graphs that are far too old is decidedly
dishonest to say the least. I know the
Minister for Fisheries would not put an
old photograph of himself in the paper.
He has nothing to hide. As a matter of
fact, most members in this Chamber would
not resort to such tactics.

Mr. Marshall: I did not use it for ob-
vious reasons.

Mr. KELLY: Of course there is some
merit in that, too. I find that during the
last election campaign-that is for the
Legislative Council-on the 21st April, 1950,

there appeared a clean-cut photograph
showing a rather handsome man. There
is a caption underneath the photograph
and the person to whom it refers should
be very proud of it. I was very pleased
when I saw the type of man that was
seeking election to the Legislative Coun-
cil. Underneath the photograph it says,
"Karl Drake-Brockman, L.C.L. candidate."
It goes on to say what he has been, where
he has been and what he is likely to do
for the electors if they elect him to the
Legislative Council. It shows a very fine
stature of man and he looks most im-
posing.

Mr. J. Hegney: I can tell the hon. mem-
ber that he is a most formidable can-
didate.

Mr. KELLY: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber what type of candidate he is.

Mr. J. Hegney: I had him three times.

Mr. KELLY: Undoubtedly he was a f or-
midable opponent and I think he had
every reason to believe that because of
his photograph he stood a good chance of
winning the election. Time passed on.
This photograph was taken of a handsome
man in his early thirties and undoubtedly
he did justice to the photograph, as the
paper showed. Of course the unsuspecting
electors, to whom I referred a few moments
ago, accepted a candidate of that type on
face value-the face that was shown in the
paper. He was a wonderful looking chap.,

Mr. Griffith: Surely you are not blam-
ing the Government for that.

Mr. KELLY: On the 13th May, 1950-that
was just after the elections-an up-to-the-
minute likeness appeared in the evening
paper and this candidate appears as an
irascible old man in a very bad humour.

Hon. F. J. S. Wise: Could we not get the
two photographs in "Hansard"?

Mr. KELLY: If it were at all possible,
it would be well worth while recording
them to show what types of contenders
we have for the various seats in Parlia-
ment. it would demonstrate what I am
trying to impress upon members that we
need some form of control. This irascible
old chap appears In one of his bowler
hats.

Mr. J. Hegney: A topper.
Mr. KELLY: I have heard it called other

names, too. He is the subject of a short
article and if the House will bear with
me I intend to quote some of that news-
paper article. It says, "A Loser Attacks
Winner." Just fancy, this is the nice-look-
ing chap that we saw on the 21st April,
1950. He attacked the winner!

Mr. Bovell: Perhaps the electors were
not fooled by the photograph.

Mr. KELLY: That does not prove any-
thing at all. The hypothesis of the hon.
member does not bear examination.

Mr. Bovell: It does.
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*Mr. KELLY: No, it does not.
Mr. Bovell: It proves the point.
Hon. F. J. S. Wise; It was his Party

that was not accepted.
- Mr. KELLY: This article will tell mem-
bers the reasons why this candidate was
not elected.

Mr. Bovell: The party won the election.
Mr. KELLY: There is a good reason 'why

the people would not accept him. It was not
because of the photograph, although in
some cases that has aL great bearing on the
result.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: I did not know
that the member for Vasse had a hypo-
thesis.

Mr. KELLY: This article is beaded. "A
Loser Attacks Winner." It states--

Declaration of the poll for the Sub-
urban Province in the Legislative
Council ended dramatically today when
the returning officer interrupted an
outburst by candidate Karl Drake-
Brockmnan (pictured at left).

It was not the beautiful young chap we
saw in the early stages, for he had now
allowed himself to slip into the position
of delivering an outburst. Just fancy, an
outburst, when he should have been
pleased that he had run so well and his
fellow L.C.L. candidate was being ac-
claimed the winner. He should have been
the first one to congratulate the winner.
but Instead of that he was very difficult.
I will not inflict all of the article on mem-
bers, but It states that after the returning
officer had chided him several times he
turned round in a very hostile manner and
said, "I can take a hiding-I have taken
them in the boxing ring and on the battle-
fields. but I do not like them below the
belt." This "below the belt" business
that he was referring to was that Sir
Frank Gibson had placed him third
on his voting card. But Sir Frank
is an extremely reasonable and easy
person to get on with and he not
only placed him third on one half of his
cards but also placed the other L.C.L. can-
didate third on the other half. He was
therefore Perfectly fair.

Mr. W. Hegney: He backed them both
ways.

Mr. KELLY: Yes. So this old chap had
no need to take exception as he did, but
he objected so strongly to being placed
third on Sir Frank Gibson's card that
eventually the returning officer's patience
became exhausted and he applied the gag
on this old fellow-and he is old, believe
me. I have said enough on that matter
to make my point clear, namely, the
Act should require, as regards the publi-
cation of a man's likeness on an election
pamphlet, or on any other form which
has to do with elections, that the photo-
graph should be more accurate and be
taken within six years of the date of
election.

That would be perfectly reasonable be-
cause members of this Chamber would
have the right to use their blocks-I do
not mean their heads, but their photo-
graphic blocks--over a period of two elec -tions and after that time they are not of
much use. As to members in another
place, they should be permitted to use their
photographic blocks only for one elec-
tion, in view of the fact that they have
to go to the poll once every six years in-
stead of three. I repeat, that would be quite
reasonable artd I ask the Minister to give
consideration to the inclusion of a clause
in the amending Bill to give effect to My
suggestion,

As to questions, I asked a number of
them of the Minister for Railways and I
am rather pleased to see that, although
he belongs in another place, he is now
standing behind the dais of this Chamber
and therefore will be able to hear what I
have to say. I hope he will inwardly
digest my remarks because they have a,
great bearing on the people whom I1 repre-
sent. I am now about to become parochial
and I consider that this matter is one
which must be ventilated. On Wednesday,
the 26th August, I asked a series of three
questions. The first was as follows:-

What expenditure is contemplated
in replacing the present dilapidated
railway barracks at Merred in?

In asking that question and framing it in
that particular form I did so because I
had previously understood it was not a
matter of making a decision; it had al-
ready been made and the expenditure had
been passed by the Government for the
building of these particular barracks. I was
therefore astounded when I received the
reply that no expenditure for replacement.
of existing barracks was contemplated in
the near future. To use an expression
that is commonly used, one could have.
"knocked me down with a feather."

The barracks at Merredin are dilapi-
dated and dingy and they have nothing
to commend them for occupation by
humans. The people of Merredin were of
the opinion that the barracks were to be.
replaced and that the only thing holding
the work up was the possibility of shift-
ing a large number of men from the Mid-
land Junction workshops or some other
centre to Merredin which would necessi-
tate the department building a larger type
of barracks requisite for that centre.
Therefore, the delay was due only to
awaiting the decision as to the size of the
barracks. Members can therefore realise
how I and others in the Merredin area
were astounded that no decision had been
made and no arrangement entered into for
the renewal of those barracks.

The general conditions under which
train crews have to operate are astound-
ing and it is up to the present Minister-
I notice he has disappeared very quickly
from behind the dais--to make an early
visit to Merredin to inspect the barrack
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quarters there with a view to building
accommodation in keeping with the re-
quirements of a centre such as Merredin.
To emphasise the lack of amenities in the
men's quarters at Merredin, I would point
out that the only protection for their food
is an old ragged-looking cooler. Merredin
is a large centre. Many of the railway-
men are on shift work and yet they have
no means of preserving their food during
the hot weather. I consider that the Rail-
way Department should have as its policy
the installation of refrigerators in railway
barracks throughout the State for the use
of men coming off shift in order that at
least some of the amenities which most of
us enjoy in the city might be available to
workers who are operating under ex-
tremely adverse circumstances.

Mr. Marshall: It would be a case of
first home, first fed.

Mr. KELLY: There Is another railway
matter I should like to mention. I can
say without fear of contradiction that the
entrance to the Perth railway station is
probably the most dilapidated in appear-
ance to be found in any capital in Aus-
tralia: in fact, for unsightliness of appear-
ance, I think it surpasses any place I have
seen. This state of affairs has been recog-
nised for a number of years and no great
improvement seems to have been made
for a long time. The approach to the
railway station is bounded by backyards,
broken fences and buildings with masses
of rusty iron roofs, all giving a generally
squalid appearance, and the impression it
makes upon tourists is very poor indeed.
I remind members that with tourists first
impressions are generally lasting.

.I see no excuse for permittingu these
squalid conditions to continue in the pre-
cincts of the capital. A start should be
made to eliminate the succession of eye-
sores that meet the gaze of the travelling
public arriving in Perth by train. In one
part an attempt has been made to con-
ceal undesirable features behind a ti-tree
hedge, and if that Idea were adopted in
other parts, it would meet with the ap-
proval of the public and give tourists a
far better impression than they gain at
present.

A little paint applied to many of the
roofs would relieve their present sordid
appearance. Perhaps there is some ex-
cuse for the retention of these eyesores
in the fact that a final decision has not
yet been made as to the ultimate site of
the central railway station. If that is
so, there might be some justification for
the existing state of affairs, but if a de-
cision is likely to be deferred for a num-
ber of years, some action should be taken
immediately to give the approaches to the
central railway station a more presentable
appearance.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [9.261: it
is my intention to devote most of my
speech to the all-important question of
housing, though first of all I desire to
make some remarks about another im-
portant issue. Let me state at the outset
that it is a matter of extreme regret that
Parliament meets today under the shadow
of a war cloud, and we can only hope that
It will not develop into an international
conflict of major proportions.

I am concerned not only because of the
general drift towards war, but also because
of the developments which seem inevit-
ably to be driving what we are pleased
to call the democracies in the direction
of a reactionary dictatorship. It appears
that we are clasping to our bosoms as com-
rades all of those peoples who are non-
communist, and I ask myself:, What has
become of the millions of persons who
were ardent adherents and supporters of
Hitler and Mussolini and all the despotic
rulers that were rife throughout Europe?
They have not overnight suddenly become
charged and fired with an enthusiasm for
democratic systems of government.

Mr. Perkins: They might have become
"conhlos."

Mr. GRAHAM: I wish the hon. member
would endeavour to treat an exceedingly
serious subject in anything but light vein.

Mr. Perkins: I was serious.

Mr. GRAHAM: We find that we have
common allegiance with a country such
as Spain, for instance, and we are, for the
sake of convenience, welcoming as allies
such backward and despotic countries as
the South American republics. We find
there is no criticism from democratic
countries, notwithstanding the action be-
ing taken in South Africa at present where
the people are being segregated, I am re-
liably informed, into four different groups.
There are to be, not only class distinctions,
but racial and colour distinctions as well.
Greece is another country which I might
mention and in respect of which I shall
quote a few lines from a clipping taken
from the "Daily News" of the 28th June
of this year. This is what it says--

The Greek Ministry of Justice has
revealed that 2,877 prisoners were
sentenced to death in the first three
months of this year.

Surely that country, too, has a conception
of aff airs that is foreign to pure democracy
and democratic systems. I am informed
by quite a number of people with whom I
have Spoken in recent times that in Italy
those who were the leaders and the most
violent supporters of the Fascist regime
under Benito Mussolini have been Placed
today, under the guidance and sponsorship
of Britain and the United States, in im-
portant positions, and occupy them with
an air of respectability, as though we had
never bad anything in disagreement with
that country and its former Government.
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Therefore, I say advisedly that it is a
matter of grave concern to all thinking
Persons that we in democratic countries
find ourselves, irrespective of the circum-
stances that may be driving us, as com-
rades in arms with these people whose con-
cepts of liberty, of justice and of demo-
cratic government are as alien as those
of the communist dictator countries. In
such circumstances it does call for the
most Serious consideration because, if there
is a continuation of this trend, we are
likely, in the course of events, to find our-
selves drifting farther and farther to the
Right in the political sense, and eventually
reaction will be upon us.

To me, as, I suppose, to every other
member of this Chamber-and indeed of
this Parliament-communists and com-
munism are abhorrent. At the same time,
I fear that here in this country there is
developing what one might term the popu-
lar pastime of "Red hunting." I have
had experience of communists and their
methods over many years and, as I have
told this Chamber on previous occasions,
I have been responsible for initiating
moves, and in other instances of support-
ing moves, to deal with these people as
they deserve to be treated. Over a suc-
cession of Sunday afternoons, however,
there have been, following addresses given
by communist speakers on the Perth
Esplanade, certain unruly scenes. It has
been propounded that certain worthy citi-
zens are so incensed with what is stated
at those meetings that they are unable to
restrain themselves, and so indulge in ex-
cesses. I notice that the member for West
Perth, in his capacity as Lord Mayor of
the City of Perth, jumped on the band
waggon and joined in this fashionable
pastime of shooting at the Reds. But I
think -it is essential to give members, be-
cause they are representative of the public.
some idea of what the position really is.

I have gone to some pains to collate
certain information which I am sure will
be astounding and staggering to members.
Up to the time that I obtained the in-
formation, about aL fortnight or three
weeks ago, there had been, from August
of last year, ten young men arrested for
having caused trouble on the Perth Es-
planade. It would hardly be fair for me
to mention their names, because I dare
say all of us are likely some time or other,
in a greater or lesser degree, to breach
the law. But in every single instance,
with the exception of two Baits, the per-
sons arrested on the Esplanade had been
convicted criminals, their convictions, in-
cidentally, having nothing whatever to do
with activities against the communists.
These are the people who regularly, in
little bands and coteries, have been going
to the Perth Esplanade, and I have been
there once or twice recently to witness
events for myself. I have seen these or-
ganised packs of hooligans indulging in
interjectionts and abuse with the object.
without a shadow of doubt, of inciting the

communists to lose their tempers and, in
the general melee that would follow, prob-
ably a few heads would be punched,

I was surprised to notice that, in these
demonstrations, not by responsible people,
of whom there would be several hundreds
-usually, approximately 500-but by these
young hooligans, they have gone about the
business of endeavouring to break up
these meetings, not in the ordinary way
that political meetings are broken up but
under the very nose of the police, and
they have been disorderly in the ex-
treme. Yet no action whatever was taken
against them and no request was made
to them to desist. I was informed today
that in the last week or two the attitude
of the police has been different, and these
young people are now being spoken to
and, 'if they persist, their names are taken.
That is right and proper; but previously
it was not done.

Mr. Manning: The soldier in uniform-
is he also a convicted criminal?

Mr. GRAHAM: I will tell the hon. mem-
ber about them presently, and any mnem-
ber who cares to can inspect these names.
The first one I have here was, on the 20th
December, 1949, sentenced to five years'
imprisonment for assault and robbery.

Mr. Oliver: What is his name?
Mr. GRAHAM: I will not mention any

names. In that case, his previous record
was alluded to. He was convicted of
vandalism on the 22nd August, 1949. The
second person was sentenced to five years'
imprisonment on the 20th December, 1949,
for assault and robbery. The third was
convicted on the 22nd August, 1949, for
wilful damage of property in Bunbury, and
on the 14th July. 1949. was convicted for
refusal to leave licensed premises. In De-
cember, 1949, he was sentenced to two
weeks in gaol for fighting. On the 13th
January, 1950. he received a sentence of
three months for brawling and one month
for resisting arrest at the same time.
This person received some mention in the
daily Press.

Mr. Marshall: How did the first two that
you mentioned get out of gaol so quickly?

Mr. GRAHAM: If the hon. member
paid attention to me he would know that
I said that these were the people who
caused trouble dating from August of last
year. They caused trouble at the Esplan-
ade and in most of these cases, subse-
quently, they received convictions for
other offences. The third case is taken
from the "Daily News" under the heading
"Brawler may be deported." It states--

Perth Police Court magistrate A. G.
Smith is considering recommending
the deportation of a young man who
was a central figure in an all-in fracas
involving about 50 people in William-
and Murray-streets about midnight,
last night.

825



CAS5EM33LY.]

The man who has been involved in
numerous street disturbances In his
four years in Australia, will come up
for sentence on Monday on a charge
of having been disorderly.

In the following day's issue of "The West
Australian" this appeared-

"This anti-communism. is only a
cloak to indulge in hooliganism," said
Mr. F. E. A. Bateman, R.M., in the
Perth Police Court yesterday when he
sentenced -to one
month's gaol for having been dis-
orderly by fighting on the Esplanade,
Perth, on Sunday. August 13.
is already on bonds of £50 and £30
to come up for sentence when called
upon.

The fourth one has convictions for dis-
orderly conduct, a conviction for theft-
.stealing an Air Force man's coat-and
one for drunkenness on the 15th August,
1949. The filth one, on the 14th July,
2949. was convicted for refusal to leave
licensed premises. The sixth person that
I have listed was gaoled in January, 1950.
for fighting. The magistrate referred to
previous convictions. The seventh one had
previous convictions in South Australia.
from where he is on bond at the present
time. The eighth was charged with wilful
damage on the 22nd August, 1949, in a
cafe brawl, and in his case previous re-
-cords were referred to. There were 10
listed, and two happened to be Baits, but
with those two exceptions, all of these
young hooligans had convictions against
them. Yet we are led to believe that they
are honourable citizens rightly incensed
at what is being said from the communist
platform! I stated that this is a serious
matter, and I hope I have given members
-something to ponder upon.

Mvr. J, Hegney; Is there any organisa-
tion behind them?

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not doubt that
there is, but it is impossible for me to
say who are the instigators. On the
afternoon when I was present for a short
'time there was a band of them anxiously
awaiting the arrival of a particular party.
"'Then we will see some fun." was the
.comment made by a cheeky young in-
dividual who did his best to say rude
things. I was very pleased to see the
attitude taken by "The West Australian"
in its leader on the 18th August last when
it made plain, with regard to these meet-
ings, its agreement, generally, with the
viewpoint I have endeavoured to convey.
It referred then to the outburst by the
Lord Mayor of Perth on the 18th August
.as follows:-

It was wrong, he said, that meetings
on the Esplanade should provoke
loyal young Australians to get "hot
under the collar" and, when a brawl
started, to be pushed into "Black
Maneas" and charged at the police
station. The police should tell the
communist speakers to move on.

I have given members some Idea of the
type these loyal Young Australian are.

Mr. McCulloch: They are criminals,
Mr. GRAHAM: There is no question

about It. "The West Australian" leader
states--

The Lord Mayor (Mr. Totterdell)
tended to over-simplify the problem in
his proposal that the Government,
through the Commissioner of Police,
should take some action to stop the
holding of communist meetings on
the Esplanade. The argument is that
communist speakers, by the expression
of opinions repugnant to the vast
majority of Australians and the pro-
mulgation of doctrines subversive of
the national interest, are provoking
public disorders such as those of last
Sunday, But it is also important to
determine how much of the anti-
communist commotion is due to plain
hooliganism deliberately taking ad-
vantage of the current intense con-
troversy. and how mucb is due to the
small communist minority's incite-
ment of genuine public anger by the
statements made at these meetings.

And later-
But unruly elements making physical
game of unpopular minorities carrying
on their activities within the actual
letter of the established law-whether
communist or anything else-can be
just as dangerous to the maintenance
of civil order as the communists In
the provocation of their poisonous
talk.

I concur wholeheartedly with those senti-
ments. No reservations are made by me
when I say that if there are transgressions
of the law by the communists, then they
should be treated with the full rigour of
the law. But the communists, because
they are an unpopular band at the present
time, should not be permitted to provide
an opportunity for young people to engage
in the type of conduct that it has been
Perth's misfortune to witness in recent
months, because it does not stop with
these meetings. I know that several weeks
ago I had, following representations made
over an extensive period, a telephone booth
erected in Lord-street, East Perth-one of
those fine red cabins with glass panels on
all sides. It was placed in position on a
Friday afternoon, and on the Friday night
a huge stone was thrown through the
double glass on one side, hitting and
breaking the double glass on the other
side.

If the youth of this country-I say this
in no personal sense--can, with the as-
sistance of and abetted by the Lord Mayor
and other misguided public citizens, pro-
ceed with their demonstrations of hoolf-
ganism under the very eyes and nose of
the police, then when they leave the pre-
cincts of the Esplanade and the com-
munist meetings there, -they have every
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inducement to continue in the same uin-
fortunate strain. I sincerely hope and
trust, as I said earlier, that the changed
attitude of the police will be maintained.
and that they will deal severely with the
communists when they are at fault, and.
at the same time. will deal as severely with
other persons in the community when they
are behaving in a disorderly or objection-
able manner.

I wish now to mention Heirisson Island
because, in the course of the next few
months, that island will gradually take
shape with the continuation of work on the
new Causeway. I was astounded to read
in "The West Australian," earlier this
year, of the proposals with regard to that
island. The Government has apparently
agreed to make it available to the Youth
Movement of Western Australia for the
purpose of providing sporting facilities.
Let me not be misunderstood: I believe
that all possible effort should be made to
provide recreational facilities for the
young people of this country but, other
than the centre of Hay-street, I can think
of no more inappropriate place for such
facilities than Heirisson Island. Even
when the new Causeway is completed,
what a bottleneck will be created there,
with the growth of the population of the
metropolitan area! Notwithstanding that
fact, it is proposed, in the words of this
article, to deal with the island as fol-
lows:-

The plan which has Yet to be con-
sidered in detail and revised by the
National Fitness Council provided for
an olympic sports arena of standard
size with running tracks and grand-
stand, an olympic pool, a National Fit-
ness headquarters, four basketball
courts, four hockey fields, 18 tennis
courts, a baseball ground, a cycling
track and sports arena, together with
headquarters of rowing and other
associated aquatic sports.

And, the article continues-
Ample parking facilities for some

5,000 cars.
There is a further statement in the article,
as follows:-

Now when opportunity was given by
the Government for the amateur
sporting bodies and associated youth
groups under the guidance of the
National Witness Council to develop an
area which, when completed, would be
unsurpassed for Empire Games and
interstate competitions including
swimming.

It is easy to envisage anything from 50.000
to 100,000 sportsmen and spectators con-
gregating on the areas that abut the
centre of the Causeway. Even at present
with the normal flow of traffic and with-
out taking into account an increase in
vehicular traffic consequent upon growth
of population--especially on Saturday
afternoons when football and race meet-
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ings and 'so on are concluding-one can
imagine, with people using their own
vehicles as well as public transport, the
confusion and chaos that will be inevitable
on the Causeway. Even if there were
half-a-dozen additional bridges erected
over the Swan River, the Position would
be the same because I believe that for all
time the Causeway will remain the major
traffic artery from the heart of the city
to the other side of the river.

I do not know whether it is yet too
late, but I hope the Government will give
serious consideration to some of the points
I have endeavoured to put forward. I
have not submitted them in a destructively
critical sense or with the idea of endeav-
ouring to court favour or make political
capital out of them, but merely to avoid
the shocking position that will be created
if. in the middle of the Causeway. we are
to provide facilities for all these branches
of sport which would, in the course of
time, attract crowds of at least 100.000
people. Members can draw on their own
imaginations to visualise what would be
the position if Empire or Olympic sports
were to be held on Heirisson Island. In
view of its position, the only logical use
to which Heirisson Island could be put
would be for it to be developed as parks
and gardens for the ordinary recreation
of our people.

Mr. J. Hegney: Was that not the ori-
ginal intention?

Mr. GRAHAM: I again appeal to mem-
bers and to the Government to ponder
this matter carefully before untold dam-
age is done to one of the main traffic
arteries leading from the city.

Mr. Marshall: Just imagine how many
collisions there would be and how many
lives would be lost.

Mr. GRAHAM: I come now to the ques-
tion of housing. In the corridors and in
this Chamber and elsewhere I have made
the observation that a great number of
people, including some members of Par-
liament, do not seem to be aware of the
seriousness or magnitude of the housing
problem confronting this State over which
we, as a Parliament, exercise some juris-
diction. Far too many of us have become
detached observers. We read in the Press
that half a million persons have been ren-
dered homeless along the banks of the
Brahmaputra River and that many thous-
ands have lost their lives through the
earthquake that occurred in that area. We
have read in the Press of the tremendous
fire that, within the last 48 hours, caused
damage amounting to £750,000 in Sydney.

We note those things merely as news
Items and almost immediately forget them.
We tend to think of the housing position
in the same way, yet it is growing not
steadily but rapidly worse. I do not wish
to deal with thils matter on a party politi-
cal basis, but to point out certain defects
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in our approach to it and submit certain Australia. For the six months of this
suggestions. We have reached the Stage
where anything of a sensational nature
in regard to housing has become too
newsy for the newspapers. Several months
ago I approached a unit of the Press and
was immediately provided with a report-
er and a photographer. We went out and
investigated the conditions under which
people were living, on the one hand, and
some of the enormous and unnecessary
structures that had been erected, on the
other hand. That newspaper was afraid
to publish the pictures and the stories
attaching to them. I was informed that
if it did so there would be such a storm
of people seeking admission to the office
and so much correspondence, and that
the telephone would be so busily engaged
that it would be impossible for the news-
paper to deal with it all and that there-
fore it chose not to mention these
matters at all. I have quoted this to in-
dicate what the public reaction to the
housing question is. At the same time, I
have a certain amount of sympathy with
the point of view of that newspaper.

As I have said, the position is becom-
ing rapidly worse. I will quote the official
figures showing the number of outstanding
applications on the books of the State
Housing Commission. In Janu ary, 1947,
the number was 8.643, quite a consider-
able total; in January, 1948, it had grown to
13,781; in January, 1949, there was a fur-
ther increase to 19,550; in January, 1950,
it had reached 23,238 and in July of this
year the total had grown to 23,309. That
requires an explanation because it really
is thousands more than that. I say that
because some thousands of useless per-
mits have been issued to people during
recent months. There is no chance what-
ever, within even a period of years. of
the persons concerned getting houses in
exchange for their permits. Therefore, that
figure of 23,309 on the books at present
is a false one. They are not on the official
waiting list of the State Housing Commis-
sion but they are people who have pieces
of paper in their hands and are unable
to obtain contractors or building materials
to proceed with the jobs.

In addition, some months ago a ques-
tionnaire was sent around to people ask-
ing them if they still wanted houses.
Many of them had changed their ad-
dresses and so the letters did not reach
them. Accordingly the number was whit-
tled down. However, if we forget about
that altogether and say that the number
of outstanding applications has been puri-
fied-if I might use a term for clearing
electoral rolls--there were stml 23.309 plus
several thousands outstanding, or several
thousand Permits that are absolutely
worthless at present. Let me explain why
they are worthless. I obtained figures
from the Government Statistician to show
that in the year 1949 a grand total of
3,290 homes were completed in Western

year, to the 30th June, a total of 1,733
houses have been completed. In other
words, that is a building rate of about
3,500 homes per annum. We have to take
into account the fact that approximately
1,000 homes are built under the rental
system and accordingly the present buildT
ing rate, so far as permits are concerned
totals approximately 2,500 a year.

Mr. Yates: floes that figure include war
service homes?

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, it includes all com-
pleted homes. Yet, from the 1st January
of this year until the 21st August, no 'less
than 4,544 permits were issued. In a
period of less than eight months 4,544
permits were issued and yet our building
rate is 2.500. So, up to that date 2,000
permits have been issued in excess of the
capacity of the building industry in West-
ern Australia at present to erect houses.
Accordingly, that 23,309 should be step-
ped up by several thousands. it is mere
deception to give people permits when
it is impossible for them to erect houses
for themselves.

The Honorary Minister: I would like
the hon. member to come out with me to
where I live. Fr~om my front verandah
I can see nine self-help homes under 121
squares being built now.

Mr. GRAHAM: There is no qualifica-
tion whatever regarding self-help permits
or anything else in the figures supplied
to me by the Government Statistician and
which were revised up to the 30th June
of this year. They include a total of all
houses completed.

The Honorary Minister: That would
not include 12J square permits issued
after the 1st July.

Mr. GRAHAM: That is SO.
The Honorary Minister: The building

rate at present is about 4,500 a year.
Mr. GRAHAM: Let me suggest that

that is wishful thinking. Even if it be
4,500 a, year-and I do not accept the
Minister's statement- taking into account
the 1,000 rental homes it means that his
target is 3,500 that can be built under
permit. Yet, in less than eight months
more than 4,500 permits have been issued!
The position is fantastic. It is deceiving
those people who receive permits in their
hands but adds nothing whatever to the
matter of their securing homes. It is de-
ception and dishonesty because these
people are being wilfully misled.

What is going to be the position? There
will be several thousands of houses Only
partially completed because there will be,
two, three or half a dozen people all
clamouring for the same piece of building
material. Individual "A" will have the
timber but will not be able to get any
further. Individual "B' may get his
foundations down, obtain his bricks, and
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then find that he is unable to proceed
any further. That will inevitably cause
a situation where recourse to the black-
market will be rampant. It is unavoid-
able when there is a comparatively limited
supply of building materials of Practic-
ally every description.

In addition to that, so many people will
have permits that there will be terrific
demands made upon the builders and con-
tractors. Whilst as a body they are com-
prised of estimable and honourable gentle-
men, there will naturally be a tendency on
their part to give to the highest bidder. So
prices of materials will rocket sky-high,
'whether it be on the open market or the
blackmarket, depending on the amount of
control over prices that is exercised. When
I stated that there were, on official figures,
23,309 persons on the waiting list-

The Honorary Minister: A good many of
those are duplicated.

Mr. GRAHAM: There may be a certain
number as there have been since the in-
ception of the State Housing Commission.
At the same time it is a tremendous
growth from 8,643 in January, 1947. to
23,309 in July, 1950. with the addition. I
estimate, of not less than 2,000 making a
total of 25,000 because of those who have
received permits but are not any closer
to obtaining their homes. The seriousness
of the position becomes apparent when we
take into account the fact that, on an
average, practically every applicant would
rate four human beings--a man, wife and
two children. It means, therefore, that on
the figures somewhere in the vicinity of
100.000 souls in Western Australla are im-
properly housed or are seeking to improve
their housing position to some extent or
another. If there are duplications, as un-
doubtedly there are and nobody denies it,
it would reduce that figure somewhat; but,
in any event it is a tremendous and terrible
total of our people in this State who are
awaiting some satisfaction.

The trouble with the administration of
the State Housing Commission in Western
Australia is that when palpable mistakes
are made there is too great a tendency by
the Minister and others downwards to seek
to make excuses, and to explain away the
difficulties rather than to make a resolve
that there shall be no recurrence of the
original error. We recently heard some
answers to questions which I addressed to
the Minister as to a person being granted
a Permit to erect a furniture factory-I
do not know how essential that is in view
of the number of furniture factories in
existence and with a certain number going
out of Production because of the lack of
orders-as a permanent structure which
occupied no less than 120 squares. Then
approval was granted for structural altera-
tions to a bank. in St. George's-terrace to
the value of £16,450, the reason advanced
being that the Public Health Department
had adversely reported on the conditions.
The whole thing is laughable to those of

us who know the situation under which
thousands-not isolated persons-of people
are being condemned not to work under
adverse conditions for a few hours, but to
live under the most shocking and frightful
conditions.

Men and women are herded into one
small room where they Prepare their
meals;, where they live and sleep:, where
the baby's laundry is dried and where they
are cooking by means of two Primus stoves,
We have all heard of the leaky verandahs,
garages and sheds where people are living.
Apparently the Health Department is not
concerned about them and the conditions
under which they live-men, women and
babies, mark you, Mr. Speaker!-but if
that department reports adversely on the
conditions of the Commercial Bank on the
corner of Barrack-street and St. George's-
terrace then it becomes necessary f or the
State Housing Commission to spring into
action to provide something better for it,
Let us overcome this hypocrisy. Let us
resolve that the plight of so many of our
fellow citizens who are living under such
dreadful conditions shall not be toler-
ated. These other things of which I have
spoken can at least be postponed a little
longer.

The Attorney General: Of course, the
Commercial Bank imported all their mat-
erials.

Mr. GRAHAM: We have heard quite a
lot about the shortage of workmen-just
to mention one aspect-and I would point
cut that skilled tradesmen are being em-
ployed on tl'at job. In addition. I would
wager that a considerable amount of local
material is being used. I asked the Min-
ister a question as to whether it was the
policy of the State Housing Commission to
grant permits to single men without family
responsibilities. The Minister answered:

(1) Yes. A permit is issued for a
home up to 124J squares in area on a
statutory declaration being completed
by the applicant and his fiancee estab-
lishing that they are about to marry
in addition to a certification on the
form of application that the dwelling
will be used for permanent residence
and that no dwelling is owned and
available for immediate occupation.
In a limited number of special cases
permits have been issued for erection
of very small homes.

The statement of the Minister as to the
statutory declaration relating to the appli-
cant's intention to marry is completely
wrong. On the form there is no mention
whatsoever as to his intention to marry,
and this is the only document which is
filled in by the applicant. I asked the
question because persons to my knowledge
who are not married, and have no inten-
tion of marrying, and who signed this
form, have been ranted permits and are
able to build homes for themselves.
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2 ie Honorary Minister: Is not the filling
in of a forrm under the Building Materials
Control Act a statutory declaration? I
suggest that the hon. member read the
Act.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am stating that no-
where on this form, which is the Only
document used, is any statutory declara-
tion expected of the applicant.

The Honorary Minister: That form.
when it is signed, constitutes a statutory
declaration and one is liable if one makes
an erroneous declaration on it.

Mr. GRAHAM: Nowhere on this form is
there even one question, as to whether the
applicant has a wife or whether he intends
to acquire one. It is no use the Minister
endeavouring to deny this situation be-
cause I tell him it is going on.

The Honorary Minister: All the appli-
cants have to sign that form, which is a
statutory declaration under the Act.

Mr. GRAHAM: This cross fire will get
us nowhere. I can read the form to all
members if they desire. On the other
hand, Ministers and members can accept
my assurance that not one, but many
single persons have received permits to
build houses, and they have not been asked
and, indeed, nowhere on the form is there
any suggestion about a wife. In any
event, the proof of the pudding is in the
eating because they are proceeding with
the erection of their houses. For example,
a couple with no children who happen
to have a mother-in-law living with them
can get the mother-in-law to make appli-
cation to build a house at Scarborough or
somewhere else. This, of course, is in her
name. In due course the mother-in-law
changes her mind and decides to dispose
of it to her son and daughter-in-law.
This is merely a transfer on paper. That,
too, is an actual case which has occurred.
There is no protection whatsoever and the
system at the State Housing Commission
has gone haywire. It is a matter of throw-
ing out permits hither and thither ir-
respective of who might receive them, and
it has been accentuated since the issuing
of permits for 121 squares was started.

The Minister for Works: What about
your proposal for 15 squares?

Mr. GRAHAM: There was a Proposal
by my leader that the matter would be
investigated with that end in view. For
political reasons this Government has
issued these permits, with dire consequence
to the people of this State.

The Minister for Works: Do you sug-
gest that your 15 square proposal was a
political one?

Mr. GRAHAM: My leader gave an under-
taking it would be properly investigated
and, in doing so, I do not think he was
exceeding the responsibility of a leader of
a party. I am concerned, too, with what
I term oversize houses. I understand every
month approximately 25 permits are

granted to fortunate individuals to enable
them to build houses much larger than
121 squares-somewhere in fact in the
region of 16 to 17 squares. I point out
that 25 permits per month is 300 a year
so, members will see, there is a consider-

ale number of them. I have a list here of
some of these permits which I will read
to the Minister, and I1 think they will be
of interest to members also. The names
and addresses will give us some idea of
what is going on and whether this is the
proper thing to do. Here are some of
themn-

B. L. Brind, 33 Cygnet-crescent,
Nedlands. This included a garage.

I understand this is a house for a man,
wife and one child. The man is absent
from his home on account of his duties on
his ship for from nine to 10 months of
the year. This is a house of 16 to 17
squares.

R. Moore, 25 Cygnet-crescent, Ned-
lands.

.Mr. McCombe, Albany-highway,
Canning ton.

Mr. Brooking, Queenslea-drlve,
Claremont.

Incidentally, this gentleman sold his own
house, which was a mansion, admittedly
to someone on the books of the Housing
Commission, but because of that he was
granted a permit to build another mansion
in order that he might have a 1950 model
house.

Mr. Shearn: How long ago was this?
Mr. GRAHAM: These are houses which

I classify in the 18 to 17 square category.
In any event, they all far exceed the usual
121 squares.

P. L. Ellis, cnr. Carnarvon-crescent
and Koorda-street, Mt. Lawley.

G. P. Godwin. 72 Hobbs-avenue.
Nediands.

J. Barnett, 67 Hobbs-avenue, Ned-
lands.

S. J7. Griffiths, 30 Louise-street, Ned-
lands. The permit for this included
two bathrooms.

In addition to those I have mentioned,
there are houses of similar dimensions in
course of erection. The letter from which
I am quoting was written to the Minister
for Housing in May.

Mr. Bessell-Erowne, The Esplanade,
Nedlands.

Mr. Munro, 35 Circe-circle. Ned-
lands.

A house being erected by C. Ander-
son, a builder. Elstree-avenue. Mt.
Lawley, and

Three homes in Browne-avenue,
Nedlands, with a further house at 44
Taylor-road, Nedlands.

It is a shocking state of affairs that this
sort of thing should be done and allowed
to continue by the Minister and his de-
partment. If there were a large family of
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six, eight or ten children, then there would
be some real justification for a house of
such proportions. Because these people
mentioned above are the toney or silver-
tail section of the community they are
given special dispensation-it is beyond
the bounds of all decency. I saw the Min-
ister for a person who wanted to build a
sleepout on the back of his house which
was being erected for himself at that
moment-one of 121 squares-in order that
he might be able to accommodate an addi-
tional family, namely, his daughter, son-
In-law and child. The Housing Commission
refused his application for a sleep-out. It
iQ3 referred back to them and they con-

firmed their decision. it was far too mauch
to allow this man to build a sleep-out,
but apparently there was abundant
material available for the houses I have
listed above.

The Attorney General: Are they returned
ssldiers' houses?

Mr. GRAHAM: I am not sure about
that. If the Attorney General was in-
formed of the position, he would know
there are many hundreds of returned
soldiers living in tents, garages and huts.What about giving them at fair crack of
the whip?

The Attorney General: Is it not the
Commonwealth's business to do something
for the returned soldiers and to provide
them with houses?

Mr. GRAHAM: Do not let the Attorney
General think that he is going to side-
track me.

The Attorney General: Do not be de-
ceptive.

Mr. GRAHAM: From anyone but the
Attorney General, I would resent the inter-
jection, but from him I expect that sort
of thing. it might be found that some
of these are ex-servicemen, but once
again I will state-and the Attorney
General can find out from the Honorary
Minister for Housing-that many of them
are not ex-servicemen.

Mr. Styants: The Attorney General
seems to know more about houses than
prices.

Mr. GRAHAM: But he still knows pre-
cious little. Dealing now with the cost
of construction of houses, a two-bed-
roomed house of brick-the type erected
for the State Housing Commission under
the Commonwealth-State rental scheme-
was being erected by private contractors
in January. 1947, at £89 per square, and
In August of this year at £145 per square,
an increase of 63 Per cent. A house built
outside under an ordinary permit is cost-
ing up to £50 a square more, and this
notwithstanding the ridiculous assertion
by Mr. W, L. Brine, who was reported in
"The West Australian" on the 5th of this
month as follows.

Mr. W. L. Brine referred to recent
criticism of housing costs by "people
who ought to know better." Quoting
a "certain gentleman" who stated re-
cently that housing costs per square
had risen since 1947 from £87 to £187,
he said that that was incorrect. Tak-
ing a two-bedroom house as an
example, he said that in 1946 the cost
per square was £76. After tracing
yearly increases, Mr. Brine said that
in July, 1950, the figure had risen to
£126 a square.

That is a deliberate untruth-
Mr. Styants: Of course it is.

Mr. GRAHAM: -because the Honorary
Minister for Housing stated that it had
increased to £145 a square. I repeat that
it costs up to £50 extra a square-almost
£200 a square-for houses built by private
contractors. I was interested to receive a
refusal from the Honorary Minister for
Housing to supply me with particulars as
to the comparative costs of erecting simi-
lar types of homes under contract and the
day labour system.

The Honorary Minister: I told you that
you could come to my office and peruse
the figures.

Mr. GRAHAM: And I did not bother to
go down. Just as there are several ways
of killing a pig, so there are several wvays
of ascertaining the true situation. I should
say that the Honorary Minister knows
approximately the cost of erecting houses
under the day labour system. I should say
that be made no great effort to find
out what the figures were, for the reason
that the cost under the day labour system
is cheaper than under contract, and not
only cheaper, but considerably cheaper.

The Honorary minister: Will the hion.
member accept may challenge to look at
the file in my office? If he does so, be
will find that, under contract, they are
cheaper than under day labour.

Mr. GRAHAM: As a result of the clash,
we have ascertained something. The Hon-
orary Minister told me with due solemnity
the other day that it was impossible to
arrive at -an average figure. Now he tells
me he is aware that day labour construc-
tion is more expensive than contract. All
I suggest is that he should have another
look at the figures and he will find out
the truth.

The Honorary minister: The hon. mem-
ber can look far himself.

Mr. GRAHAM: I might look at that
document, but that will not be the ans-
wer. Members will recall an election cam-
paign 31 years ago, and this is the only
reference I shall make to politics. On
that occasion, a great deal of solicitude
was expressed for small-unit families. Let
us see what the results have been. In
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1948, five small-unit homes were allo-
cated; in 1949, the Dumber was 715, and in
1950 to date, the number has been 713.
From that it would appear that some pro-
gress is being made, but on the other side
I wish to point out that, at the 1st July
of this year, there were 4,044 small-unit
applications outstanding. The effort of
the Government up to date has been re-
sponsible for approximately 150 persons in
the small-unit category being allocated
homes.

Though I have referred to the election,
I am submitting these figures to demon-
strate the seriousness of the situation and
the fact that we are not progressing, be-
cause. while small-unit homes are being
built, the demand is increasing at a much
faster rate. Therefore, in 12 months or
two years' time, the position will be far
worse than it is today. The figures I
quoted at the outset of my remarks indi-
cate that year by year the number of un-
satisfied outstanding applications is grow-
ing. I am concerned about the ordinary
tenancy applications, because amongst
them will be found some of the worst cases
of people improperly housed. At the 31st
July, the number of tenancy applications
outstanding was 11,192,

These people are unable to avail them-
selves of the opportunity to build houses
because they are to a very great extent
people in the category of those who never
in the history of Western Australia have
owned houses and never will be able to
possess houses of their own, either be-
cause it is financially impossible for them
to assume the responsibility or because
their work Is of such a nature that it
becomes necessary for them to move to
-various parts of the State at reasonably
frequent intervals. Of these outstanding
applications there are 1,869 in the coun-
try; but in the metropolitan area there
are 9,323. Therefore I was astounded to
read this statement by the Honorary Min-
ister for Housing-

Despite the increase in population
Perth could not double its size within
the next 10 years, said Mr. Wild.
Neither land nor services were avail-
able to support such a labour force
and that was why the Government
had determined to build 50 per cent.
of the homes in the country.

Fifty per cent. in the countryf And yet
83 per cent. of applications are from the
metropolitan area. I tremble to think of
the plight of many of these thousands of
outstanding applicants if the building
rate in the metropolitan area Is to be
approximately halved, because the great
bulk of the rental homes are built in the
metropolitan area. Instead of nine out
of every 10 people who call to see me
having a housing problem on their mind,
the proportion would probably be 99 out
of 100, because at an even slower rate

would these unfortunate beggars get the
opportunity of having a rental house made
available. Now that the elections are over
and we have 21 years-all going well-
before there is another election, may I
suggest to the Minister that he give more
consideration to the circumstances that
have been allowed to develop? Permits
are too easy to obtain.

The Attorney General: In Tasmania.
which has the highest building rate in
Australia, there are no permits for resi-
dential houses.

Mr. GRAHAM: Neither the Attorney
General nor I have any effect on
or control over the position in Tas-
mania. I have stated the position
of the unfortunate people who are
unable to fend for themselves and must
accordingly be given rental homes or
have no homes at all. which is their
plight at present. Permits are granted too
easily. They are granted for large dwel-
lings and should not be. They are being
made available to people in no real need
of permits or of some new form of accom-
modation, compared with other people who
are waiting. I suggest that the rental
position is too difficult. It is scarcely any
bother to get a permit for a person in
difficulties, but almost impossible to get
a rental house, notwithstanding that the
condition of the individual requiring it is
incomparably worse. I suggest that
materials and tradesmen should be devoted
in a greater quantity and number to the
construction of these rental homes and
that they be not made available with the
present gay abandon to people requiring
permits.

When they have a look at the whole
question, members will realise that with
the rapid increase in population this
problem must grow progressively worse.
If we take the figures for 2949 we find that
the excess of births over deaths in Western
Australia was 8.721. The excess of
arrivals over departures for the same
period was 13,764. In other words, last
year there was an increase in the popu-
lation of 22,485. During that year, in-
cidentally, marriages totalled 4,951. After
serious thought and grave reflection; and
being fully aware of the labour shortages
from which we suffer and of the need for
additional population to develop this
country; and being cognisant of the neces-
sity of an increased population for defence
purposes, I say: Are we 'to condemn that
growing list of 23,000 on the books of the
State Housing Commission at the present
moment? Are we to condemn that grow-
Ing number to year after year of frus-
tration and despair of their lives, health
and happiness and the possibility of their
homes, such as they are. being broken up
beyond repair, while at the same time we
are allowing many thousands of new
citizens to arrive?
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The time has been reached when repre-
sentations should be made to the Flederal
authorities for a halt to be called to
immigration or that there should be some
substantial reduction in the number of
people entering this country unless they
can be accompanied by their own accom.-
modation. We would have families and
children in large numbers living under the
present unwholesome conditions, and what
consolation Is It to them to read in the
paper that the targetr-and I think it will
be achieved this year-is 200,000 'new
arrivals in the Commonwealth, annually?
After all, whilst we require additional
population for defence purposes, there are
over 1,000,000,000 Asiatics to the north of
Australia at the present moment, and by
the end of this century the total will be
2,000.000.000. Therefore, if we deny Aus-
tralia 200,000 people for one year, or
some such short period to enable us to
provide for our own, many of whom are
ex-servicemen, I do not think it is asking
too much. These people are being re-
quested to lay down their lives, and those
of their wives and children, for some
mythical posterity.

All of us, of course, want to see an in-
crease in population, but at the same time
something drastic has to be done in con-
nection with the people of whom I have
spoken. I was astounded to learn from
the Honorary Minister for Housing that
no record Is kept of the migrants-the
arrivals in this country since the end of
the last war-who have been granted
houses. That revealed immediately that
there must be a considerable amount of
substance in the criticism contained in the
correspondence which appears in the
Press, that people who have arrived re-
cently are being granted homes whilst
good Australians who have always lived
here, often under most distressing con-
ditions, are still waiting. If that is so,
It is sowing the seed, not of new Aus-
tralians becoming Australians In every
sense, but of friction, discord and enmity
between locally born and bred Australians
and those who have come from oversea.
unless circumstances are most exceptional,
our own people should receive first con-
sideration.

I feel, too, that some action should be
taken by the Government with regard to
the disposition of houses sold on the open
market. Too many of them are being pur-
chased by new arrivals who land here
with a few thousand pounds and can pay
the price asked without hardship. In-
cidentally, a commodious house becomes
available to a new arrival although our own
people have been living under the condi-
tions I have described for a considerable
period. I do not make a habit of doing
this, but I checked through two copies of
"The West Australian" in order to find
out the number of advertisements of
houses for sale with vacant posses-
sion, and I estimate that several
thousand houses a year change hands.

In the issue of the 24th June
last '72 such houses were advertised
for sale, and on the 26th August, 71 were
advertised with vacant possession. Of
course, many others change hands, adver-
tised by mediums other than "The West
Australian" and many are dealt with by
private treaty.

.My submission is that the State Hous-
Ing Commission could and should acquire
some of these homes. On account of the
price factor and the locality, some would
be totally unsuited for the purposes I have
described, but surely in order to house our
people it is not necessary only to erect
new buildings. When several thousand
are changing hands every year some could
be purchased and made available to the
people either by way of outright sale on
terms, or on a rental basis. I realise that
quite often a considerable price is asked,
and usually there is a reason for it. After
all, many of these houses have outbuild-
ings, and lawns and gardens, and these
factors all tend to increase the value of
the property.

In some instances, where a house might
cost £3,000 it could, with the expenditure
of, say, £500 be converted into accommoda-
tion for at least two families. That would
mean that they could be accommodated
at a cost of £1,750 each, and they would
be properly housed. In such a case two
deserving families would be dealt with, as
against one person purchasing the house
at the present time when he has no real
need for it. Let me point out, too, that,
judging by the rate of increase in the cost
of building, in a year or two it will be
approximately £3,500 to build one ordinary
house, because no-one can suggest that
there will be a reduction in building costs.

So I ask the Minister, and the Govern-
ment, to give serious consideration to
amending the Act to allow the State Hous-
ing Commission to acquire houses that are
advertised for sale. Perhaps legislation
along the line of that dealing with rural
properties could be brought down. I ven-
ture to say that of the several thousand
houses disposed of each year, at least some
hundreds of them would be suitable for
the requirements of the State Housing
Commission, and to that extent they would
be a considerable factor in assisting those
unfortunate people seeking rental homes.
It was my intention to introduce a Bill
somewhat along the lines I have indicated,
but I soon realised that as a private mem-
ber I could not introduce a measure which
might impose a burden on the Crown.
And so I had to forget that intention.

I was pleased when the minister in-
formed me that there was a necessity for
uniform building bylaws, especially in the
metropolitan area, because he indicated
the difficulties with regard to the erection
of Commonwealth-State rental homes and
suggested that the position was far worse
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in the case of ordinary permits. It is my
intention during this session to introduce
legislation which, if agreed to, will give
the Minister Dower to take some action
to secure reasonably uniform building by-
laws in the metropolitan area, and else-
where if he feels so disposed. I antici-
pate an immediate outcry from local gov-
erning bodies, but I am not concerned
about a group of ten or a dozen indi-
viduals who sit round a council table, ap-
parently by no means conversant with
the housing situation as it now exists. I
want something drastic done to remedy
the present position and I will suimmarise
the suggestions that I intend to make.

It is first of all necessary to admit the
failure of ordinary house-building pro-
cesses and the futility of continuing the
steps that we have taken in recent years
and that have allowed the position to go
progressively from bad to worse. Secondly,
whether we like it or not-in ordinary
times we do not like it-if our people are
to be housed there must be a certain
amount of makeshift about it. There will
have to be a drive for the erection of
additional flats, hutments and unorthodox
styles of dwellings; otherwise for many
years to come a great number of our
people will remain without houses. If we
endeavour to erect fine brick and tile-
roofed residences for every applicant-ad-
mirable though that idea might be-the
problem will remain with us for 20 years.

Already some of our people have been
waiting ten years for homes. Unless some-
thing drastic is done many people will
wait practically the whole of their adult
lives in frustration and we, as members
of Parliament, will continue to be faced
with this problem if we remain wedded
to ordinary building processes. It is not
a choice between the ordinary type of
house as against flats and hutments, but
between the unorthodox type of building
that I have mentioned and sheds, leaky
back verandahs, garages, canvas tents and
so on. In view of that choice it should
not be difficult for members to decide.

It is necessary for us to insist that local
governing bodies relax their ordinary con-
cepts of building standards. By that I do
not mean to pave the way for slums-a
much overdone word, incidentally-but
that they should not be allowed to insist
on the standards that we have been ac-
customed to in the past. As I have said,
it is my intention to attempt to give the
Governor, through his Executive, over-
riding power in the matter of building
standards. I suggest that the Govern-
ment should purchase some of the homes
that are advertised for sale and lease or
sell them to deserving people.

The Minister for Lands: You would
create a problem there. Vacant possession
adds £1,000 to the value of a home.

Mr. GRAHAM: I do not know whether
the Minister was in his seat when I dis-
cussed this Question, but there are a num-
ber of houses available at varying prices.
it would be an education for members to
look through the 'Houses for Bale"
column of "The West Australian" and see
for themselves the number of homes that
are for sale. If an inspection were made
at least some of them would be found
suitable and, if they were taken over by
the Housing Commission, it could see that
they were occupied by needy People instead
of those who merely from whim or fancy
decide to move into a bigger or better home.
or those newly-arrived from oversea.

The Government should make repre-
sentations to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment about restricting or. for a period,
calling a complete halt to migration, If
we have a capacity to house 10,000 people
per annum-In hypothetical figures--and
the natural increase of our population, to-
gether with new arrivals, is 20,000 per
annum, we are not keeping pace with out-
standing requirements, let alone overcom-
ing them. The Government and Ministers
should give consideration to a further cur-
tailment of the building of commercial
and business premises.

In various suburbs I have noticed pre-
mises being built for the sale of haber-
dashery-not for the selling of foodstuffs,
for instance, in a new suburb. The mem-
ber for Wembley Beaches knows the places
of which I speak. I might mention a shop
to engage in the sale of electrical goods,
such as kettles, jugs, washing machines
and so on, in Canning-highway, South
Perth. There are many such buildings
being erected, in addition to the renova-
tions and alterations being done to indus-
trial and commercial buildings in the
metropolitan area. Under ordinary cir-
cumnstances there is need for such work
to be done, but not at the present time.
I realise that if there is a new industry
vital to the State or one that has expanded
with the growth Of the community and
is producing essential goods, priority must
be granted to it, but far too much material
is now being devoted to non-essential
work.

From my own observations in the metro-
politan area I would say that almost every
garage and service station has either been
rebuilt, remodelled or had extensions made
to it in recent years. How they get away
with it I do not know. I have no particular
grievance against garages and service
stations, but in view of the steady deteriora-
tion of the housing Position the Govern-
ment must face up to its responsibility.
no matter how unpopula that action
might be. I ask the Minister seriously to
consider curtailing still further-if there
has already been some curtailment-the
number of Permits that are being issued
to certain fortunate people to construct
large homes. After all, irrespective of
the wishes or desires of the indi-
vidual concerned to have a new home
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of his own, even though it be not
to the full extent desired, it is some-
thing far better than many thousands
of people are experiencing at present, and
have been for many years. I do not in-
tend to weary members with examples of
conditions under which people are living.

Finally, I might suggest to the Minister
that some efforts be made to police more
strictly the provisions of the Act and
the controls that are in force. There are
breaches of the controls taking place at
present, I suppose, in every part of the
city. They seem to be apparent to just
about everybody except the responsible
department. Owing to the alteration in
system at the State Housing Commission,
and as a good deal of tedious work has
been overcome, surely some of the staff,
which has built up from 130 three Years
ago to over 300 at present, could be de-
tailed to the task of keeping a closer
watch on the building operations that
are in progress. I can assure the Minis-
ter there are very many breaches taking
place.

I realise that I have spoken at some
length on this all-important question of
housing. Perhaps I might close on the
note that this whole problem should, under
no circumstances, be treated on a party
political basis. There are occasions when
we do hurl bouquets with bricks concealed
therein at one another, but there are
times and occasions when, even though it
be the responsibility of the Government,
we should endeavour to pool our ideas with
the object of assisting those many people,
young and old, who are in distress. I
repeat that the number of persons on the
books of the Housing Commission on every
occasion that I ask a question-and I have
done so repeatedly-is increasing. In
other words, the position is getting pro-
gressively worse.

There are many houses, I should say
thousands of them-and the member for
Victoria Park and others who serve on
local governing bodies can confirm the
fact-that should be condemned or de-
molished, but those bodies have not the
heart at the moment to issue demolition
orders. They realise that a roof of some
sort is far better than for a whole family
to be huddled together on somebody's back
verandah which is cold and draughty and
has no amenities and, because of several
families living in the same premises, ulti-
mately and inevitably friction is caused.
This is a most serious matter and 1 trust
that the Minister, who is new in his office,
will endeavour to have a number of im-
provements -it'cted and a number of radi-
cal changes made. If we are to proceed
with this idea that there must be a per-
fect house for each applicant, then this
problem will be with us forever and a
day. Something has to be done meanwhile
and even if it means Importing materials
or complete components of houses, or

materials unknown to Western Australia
so far as home construction is concerned,
it would be preferable. Even if the cast
be considerably more than the erection of
houses in the ordinary way, that should
be passed by the Government. Costs will
catch up to these increased costs before
very long.

Even if the experts suggest that alu-
minium houses, or those constructed of
fibres or plastics may not be completely
suitable to the climatic conditions of Wes-
tern Australia-in which respect I am in-
clined to agree-I again say it is not a
question of that type of house as against
a modern dwelling as we know it, but it
is a question of that type of house as
against the shocking and miserable con-
ditions under which people are living at
present. I trust that the Government will
give serious consideration to the points I
have submitted not only in respect of
housing-which I might say transcends
everything else-but also to the two other
matters I mentioned earlier in my address.

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 11.? pa.

Thursday, 7th September, 1950.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

STANDING ORDER SUSPENSION.
The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: I

move, without notice-
That Standing Order No. 15 be sus-

pended so as to enable the motion
standing in the name of Hon. J. G.
Hislop to be taken before the resump-
tion of the debate on the Address-
in-reply.

Question put.
The PRESI1DENT: There being no dis-

sentient voice, I declare the motion car-
ried by an absolute majority.

Question thus Passed.


